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The  earliest  information  the  publisher  is  yet  able  to 
collect,  of  the  origin  ot  the  New  England  Primer,  is 
contained  in  the  following  extract,  fr^m  an  Almanac 
now  in  the  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Soc.ety.IWa.  IRA  WEBST&. 
Boston,  August  9th,  18V.,  rM 
 _ 

ALMA NA CK 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  C<zleflial  Mo* 
tid7i$,  Afpecfts,  &c.  For  the  year  of 
tiie  Chviftian  Empire,  1691. 


By  Henry  Newman.  Philomath. 


Printed  by  R>  Pierce  for  Benjamin  Garris  at 
the  London  Coffee-Houfe  in  Boston,  1601. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

There  is  now  in  the  Pro's,  and  will  fuddenly  be  ex- 
Cant,  a  Second  Impiefiion  of  the  New  England  Primer 
enlarged,  to  which  is  add°d,  more  Directions  for  Spell- 
ing:  the  Prayer  of  K.  Edward  the  6rA.  and  Verfes  madt 
by  Mr.  Rogers  the  Martyr,  left  as  a  Legacy  to  hut  Chil- 
dren. 

S*,*M  by  Benjamin  Harris,  at  the  fjondon  Coffet-ffouse 
in  Boflon:' 


IN  TRODUCTIO  !V 

TO  THE  PRESENT  EDITION. 

The  pious  Baxter,  who  knew  well  the  greater  part 
of  the  West  minster  Assembly  of  Divines,  says,  that 
the  Christian  world,  since  the  days  of  the  Apostles, 
never  had  a  Sy^od  of  more  excellent  divines.  The 
Assembly  was  convened  in  1643  ;  and  wat  composed 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  divines,  or  presbyters, 
thirty  lay  assessors,  and  Jive  -commissioners  from 
Scotland.    It  sat  more  than  five  years  and  a  half. 

Our  Puritan  Fathers  brought  the  Shorter  Cate- 
chism with  them,  across  the  ocean,  and  laid  it  on  the 
same  shelf  with  the  family  Bible.  They  taught  it 
diligently  to  their  children,  every  Sabbath.  And 
while  a  few  of  their  Jescendants,  now  in  the  evening 
of  hie,  remember  every  question  anaanswjr;  many, 
yet  advanced  to  life's  meridian,  can  never  forget 
when  every  Saturday  forawon,  they  had  to  take  a 
reguhr  catechising,  in  the  common  school,  com- 
mencing with  the  a,  b,  c,  oaken- bench  clasi,  "What 
is  ''he  chief  end  of  man?" 

If  in  this  Catechism,  the  true  and  fundament:*! 
doctrines  of  the  Gospel  are  expressed  in  fewer  and 
better  words,  and  definitions,  than  in  any  other  sum- 
mary, why  oug'nt  we  not  nvw  to  train  up  a  child  tn 
(he  way  hi  shn-^d  go  ? — *vhy  not  new,  put  him  in 
possession  of  ths  richest  treasure  that  ever  human 
wisdom  ai  d  industry  accumulated,  to  draw  from? 

HARTFORD,  Conn. 
PUBLISHED  \ND  SOLD  BY  IRA  WEBSTER.  1843 

^SHre'  .ypod  by  R.  II  Hobbs. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

A  Society  of  ladies  was  formed  in  Boston,  in  the^ime  of  Mr. 
Wliitefield,  for  improvement  in  personal  piety,  and  to  pray  for 
the  extension  of  the  Redeemer's  Kingdom.  The  Society  met 
weekly  for  prayer,  reading  some  sound  and  serious  book,'* 
s'nging,  and  other  exercises  adapted  to  ''spiritual  edifici'Mon." 
"  We  atao  agree,"  say  they,  "  once  a  quarter,  to  spend  the  day 
in  prayer  and  other  duties  of  religion,  our  r.ecial  errand  at  the 
throne  of  grace  to  ask  for  the  outpouring  of  the  Spirit  of  God 
on  us,  our  families,  and  the  world  of  mankind."  "  Once  a  quar- 
ter, the  exercises  shall  be  so  shortened,  as  to  b«ve  room  to  ask 
ourselves  the  Assembly's  Shorter  Catechism,  that  so  we  may 
keep  in  our  minds  that  excellent  form  of  sound  words."  This 
edition  of  the  New  England  Primer,  is  a  reprint  and  fac-simile 
of  one  uf  those  owned  and  used  by  that  Society. 

A  community  of  Boston  ladies  of  "  the  olden  time,"  enroll- 
ing the  bright  names  and  embodying  the  choice  influences  of  the 
mothers  of  this  Israel — the  Masons  and  the  Wtterses  of  hal- 
lowed memory — assembled  quarterly  to  refresh  their  mindi 
from  this  Primer.    The  fact  needs  no  comment.* 

N.  B.  This  statement  is  from  a  lady  who  was  a  member  of 
the  above  Society,  and  from  the  document*  of  the  Society  in 
her  possession.- 


CERTIFICATES. 

"  Mr.  Ira  Webster  has  published  a  correct  reprint  of  the  old- 
est copy  of  che  New  England  Primer,  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge.  We  thank  Mr.  Webster  for  this  reprint  and  fac- 
simile of  that  remarkable  book  ;  and  commend  it  most  hsarti'y 
to  our  readers  and  friends." — New  Orleans  Presb.,  Jan.  1850. 

"The  New  England  Primer:  Ira  Webster,  Hartford. — 
This  is  an  exact  reprint  fram  one  of  the  earliest  copies  of  this 
priceless  little  compendium,  which,  for  three  uuarters  of  a  cen- 
tury, has  been  to  almost  every  man  born  in  New  England,  the 
first  book  in  religion,  and  to  thousands,  has  st^od  in  the  same 
oflVe  in  iiterature.  Wo  aregiad,  in  a  new  edition,  still  to  be- 
hold tne  old  face." — The  *.'ew  Ycrk  Journal  of  Ccmmercc, 
Sept.  itth,  1850 


*  "  Moit  valuable  of  every  thins,  is  the  education  and  prin-cipltt 
dravn  from  the  mothers  fart.M-Uw«rR. 


CERTIFICATES. 


At  the  request  of  the  publisher,  the  following  certificate  ha«  been  furnished 
by  a  gentleman  who  has  given  much  attention  te  the  subject  of  eaily 
School  Bookdai.il  Catechism*,  in  this  country. 

"The  edition  of  the  New  England  Primer,  published  in  1843  by  Mr.  Ira 
Webster,  of  Haruo.'d,  is  a  correct  reprint  of  the  oldest  copy  of  that  remark- 
able work,  of  which  1  hare  any  knowledge  ;  perhaps  the  oldest  >opy  row 
extant,  All  other  reprints  which  1  have  seen,  have  been  considerably 
altered — nwdernizfd  —  from  the  original. 


Commuuicated  by  the  Rex.  Thomas  Williams  *. 

MThe  edv.ion  of  the  New  England  Primer,  which  has  been  published  by 
Mr.  Irr  Webster,  of  Hartford,  in  the  year  1843,  is  the  only  genuine  and 
cerrec  ,di'  on  of  that  valuable  and  wouderfui  bock  that  has  bee.n  to  be 
obumed  for  many  years.  It  is  probably  more  than  fifty  years  since  there 
has  been  printed  a  complete  and  correct  edition  of  the  Prime. ,  except  the 
one  printed  by  Mr.  Webster.  H>s  edition  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  Primer 
that  was  u»*»d  bv  families  and  schorls  in  my  ycath,  sixty  years  ago,  and  I 
suppose  it  had  been  used  for  fifty  or  a  hundred  yeari  before  that  time.  The 
genuine  copy  of  the  Primer,  on  account  of  its  antiquity,  and  its  extensive 
usefulness  in  former  >  ears,  has  now  become  an  object  of  ir.te:  .'sting  and 
beneficial  -uricsity."  THOMAS  WILLIAMS. 

Plymoulh,  MattacKustUs,  June  23,  J.  D.  1844. 

We,  the  subscribers,  concur  in  the  preceding  statements. 


The  puK'ish.r  of  this  edition,  *rora  o  j  of  1777—  (wishing  tc  obtain  in  for- 
icaticn  of  still  older  copies,)  would  say  that  he  has  in  htt  possession  three 
Primers,  two  printed  in  Boston,  1770,  1777,  and  one  in  Providence,  1775,  all 
th*  $ame,  after  the  title  page, 


Cambridge,  Oct.  20,  1849. 


GEORGE  LIVERMORE.,r 


WortfarJ,  Oct.  30,  184*. 
Bang+ir, 


THOMAS  BOBBINS, 
JOEL  HAWES, 
T.  H.  GALLAUCET. 
ExVOCH  POND. 


A.  Divine  Song  of  Praife  to  G  0  D ,  for  a  Child, 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Watts. 

'TV OW glorious  is  our  heavenly  King, 
J-J*-  Who  reigns  above  the  Sky  ! 
How  fhall  a  Child  prefume  to  fing 
His  dreadful  Majefly ! 

How  great  his  Power  is  none  can  tell, 
Nor  think  how  large  his  Grace  : 

Nor  men  below,  nor  Saints  that  dwell 
On  high  before  his  Face. 

Nor  Angels  that  Jland  round  the  Lordx 

Can  fearch  his  fecret  will : 
But  they  p??form  his  heavenly  Word, 

And  fing  his  Praifes  flill. 

Then  let  me  join  this  holy  Tram, 
And  my  fir  ft  Offerings  bring ; 

The  eternal  GOD  will  not  difdain 
To  hear  an  Infant fing. 

My  Heart  refolves,  my  Tongue  obeys* 

And  Angels  fhall  rejoice, 
To  hear  their  mighty  Maker's  Praife, 

Sound  from  a  feeble  Voice. 


///  X  E  W  -  E  N  G  L  A  N   D  C 

ipR  I  M  E  R* 

✓//  IMPROVED  )>> 

✓//  ^v 

^For  the  more  eafy  attaining  the  true#f 
reading  of  Englifh.  m 


/// 
/// 


T  U     V/  II  I  C  H     I  «  ADDED 


y/yThe  Aflernbly  of  Divines,  aadw 
>>> 

yy/  Mi.  Cotton's  Calechifm.  </* 

%  *r 

§     BOSTON:  £ 

S^Printed  by  Edward  Drape  p., 
^    his  Printing-Office,  in  Newbury-//' 
/)S    Street,  and  Sold  by  JohnBoyl  y/?* 
w    uutfeplborou^^Qrett.       1777.  ^ 


The  young  Infant's  or  Child's  morn- 

ing  Prayer.    From  Dr.  Watts. 

ALMIGHTY  God  the  Maker  of  every 
****  Thing  in  Heaven  and  Earth;  the  Dark- 
nefs  goes  away,  and  the  Day  light  comes  at  thy 
Command,  Thou  art  good  and  doeft  good  con- 
tinually. 

I  than  k  thee  that  thou  haft  taken  fuch  Care  of 
me  this  Night,  and  that  I  am  alive  and  well  tnis 
Morning, 

Sate  me,  O  God,  from  Evilr  all  thir  Day  long, 
and  let  me  love  and  ferve  thee  forever,  for  the 
SaJce  of  Jefus  Chnjl  thy  Son.  Amen. 

The  Infant's  or   young  Child's 
Evening  Prayar.    From  Dr.  Watts. 

OL  OR  D  God  who  knowejlall  Things  thou 
fech  me  by  Night  as  well  as  by  Day. 
I  pray  thee  frr  ChrifVs  Sake,  forgive  me  whiU 
Joever  t  have  done  amtfs  this  Day,  and  keep  me 
all  this  Night,  while  I  am  ajlecv. 

I  defire  to  lie  down  under  thy  Care,  and 
to  abide  forever  under  thy  Blejfing,  for  thou 
art  a  God  of  all  Power  and  everlafting  Mercy. 


Amen. 


^abcdefghijkl  ra^ 
nopqrfstuv 

W  X  J  z  &.  & 
Vowels.  ^ 

a  e  i  o  u  y. 

Con  fon  ants, 
bcdfgh  j  klmnpq  rfstvwxz 

Double  Letters, 
eft ;  ff  fl  fl  ffi  ffl  fh  fi  ffi  11  ff  ft 
^  Italich  Letters. 

ffiAa  Bb  Cc  Dd  Ee  Ff  Gg  Hli* 
mi  Jj  Kk  LI  Mm  Nn  Oo  Pp  Qq%> 
W<Rr  Sfs  Tt  Uu  Vv  Ww  Xx  Yy  Zz% 

^  Italich  Double  Letters.  ^ 

^fffiffiflfflfhftjfffi  jm 
i* 


Great  Letters. 


ABCDEFGHIJKLMNO 
PQRSTUWXYZ. 


Ab 

eb 

ib 

ob 

ub 

ac 

ec 

ic 

oc 

uc 

ad 

ed 

id 

od 

ud 

af 

ef 

if 

of 

uf 

n  or 
9 

p.  or  • 
9 

lor 
• 

nor 
9 

nor 

ai 

ii 

oi 

iii 

ak 

ek 

ik 

ok 

uk 

1.4  fit 

al 

el 

il 

ol 

ui 

dill 

1111 

Ulll 

Ulll 

an 

e^ 

in 

on 

un 

ap 

ep 

ip 

op 

up 

'ar 

er 

ir 

or 

ur 

as 

es 

is 

OS 

us 

at 

et 

it 

ot 

ut 

av 

ev 

iv 

ov 

uv 

ax 

ex 

ix 

ox 

ux 

az 

ez 

iz 

oz 

uz 

Eajy 


Eafy  Syllables,  fyc. 


Ba  be  bi  bo  bu 

ca  ce  ci  co  cu 

da  de  di  do  du 

fa  fe  fi  fo  fu 

ga  ge  ^    S°  ^ 

ha  be  A^hi  <^£0  hu 

ja  je   |§    ji^    £jo  ju 

ka  ke  ki  k©  ku 

ma  me  nn  mo  mu 

na  ne  ni  no  nu 

pa  pe  pi  po  pu 

ra  re  ri  ro  ru 

fa  fe  fi  fo  fu 

ta  te  ti  to  tu 

va  ve  vi  vo  vu 

wa  we  wi  wo  wu 

ya  ye  yi  yo  yu 

za  ze  zi  zo  zu 


Words  of  one 

Syllable. 

Age 

all 

apo 

are 

Babe 

beef 

beft 

bold 

Cat 

cake 

crown  jj 

cup 

Deaf 

dead 

dry 

dull 

Words  of  one  Syllable. 


Jit  dl 

Cdl 

eyes 

r  ace 

ieet 

niii 

IGUl 

Gaie 

ftf\r\r\ 

gouu 

gr*is 
head 

great 
heart 

nana 

nai 

Ice 

ink 

me 

jobb 

rvlCK 

kind 

kneel 

know 

T  .1  lYi^i 
XJdklllU 

loma 
IdlllC 

lcLlill. 

long 

1VI  atlo 

mnl  t* 

in  uii/ 

111UU11 

IIlUULll 

ni  orVit 

ill  Hilt 

11V>11C 

Oik 

U11CC 

nun  r»  ck 

.ram 

pair 

pence 

pound 

v^uan 

queen 

quick 

quilt 

Rain 

raife 

rofe 

run 

oaint 

fage 

To  It 

laid 

Take 

talk 

time 

throat 

Vain 

»  mil 

vice 

vile 

view 

Wnv 
vv  ay 

wait 

wafte 

would 

Words  of  two  Syllablrs. 

AD-ient 

ab-hor 

a-pron 

au-thor 

be-came 

be-guile 

bold-ly 

Ca-pon 

cel-lar 

con-ftant 

cub-board 

jjai-  vy 

de-pend 

di-vers 

du-ty 

Ea-gle 

ea-ger 

en-close 

e-ven 

Fa-ther 

fa-mous 

fe-male 

fu-ture 

Ga-ther 

gar-den 

gra-vy 

glo-ry 

Words  of  tvjo  Syllables. 


Hei-nous  hate-ful  hu-mane  hus-band 

In-fant  in-deed  in-cence  i-iland 

Ja-cob  jeal-ous  juf-tice  ju-lep 

La-bour  la-den  la-dy  la-zy 

Ma-ny  ma-ry  mo-tive  mu-fick 

Words  of  three  Syllables. 

A-bu-fing  a-mend-ing  ar-gu-ment 

Ear-ba-rous  be-ne-fit  ber-gar-ly 

Cal-eu-late  can-die-stick  con-foun-ded 

Dam-ni-fy  dif  fi-cult  drow-fi-nefs 

Ea-ger-ly  em-ploy-ing  evi-dence 

Fa-cul-ty  fa-mi-ly  fu-ne-ral 

Gar-de-ner  glo-ri-ous  gra-ti-tude 

Hap-pi-ness  har-mo-ny  ho-li-nefs 

Words  of  four  Syllables. 

A-bi-li-ty  ac-coni-pa-ny  ?f-fec-ti-on 

Be-ne-fi-tcd  be-a-ti-tude  be-ne-vo-lent 

Ca-la-mi-ty  oa-pa-ci-ty  ce-re-mo-ny 

De-li-ca-cy  di-ii-gent-ly  du-ti-ful-ly 

E-dy-fy-ing  e-ver-laft-ing  e-vi-dent-ly 

F  e-bru-a-ry  fi-de-li-ty  for-mi-da-bly 

Ge-ne-ral-ly  glo-ri-fy-ing  gra-ci-ous-ly 


Words  of 
A-bo-mi-na-ble 
Be-ne-dic-ti-on 
Ge-le-bra-ti-on 
De-cla-ra-ti-on 
E-du-ea-ti-on 
For-ni-ca-ti-on 
Ge-ne-ra-ti-on 

Words  of 
A-bo-mi-na-S-on 
Be-ne-fi-ci-al-ly 
Cori-ti-nu-a-ti-on 
De-ter-mi-na-ti-on 
E-di-fi-ca-ti-on 
Fa-mi-li-a-ri-ty 


five  Syllables. 
ad-ini-ra-ti-on 
be-ne-fi-ci-al 
con-fo-la-ti-on 
de-di-ca-ti-on 
ex-hor-ta-ti-on 
fer-men-ta-ti-on 
ge-ne-ro-fi-ty 

fix  Syllables. 
Gra-ti-fi-ca-ti-on 
Hu-mi-li-a-ti-on 
1-ma-gi-na-ti-oui 
Mor-ti-fi-ca-ti-on 
Pu-ri-fi-ca-ti-on 
Qua-li-fi-ca-ti-on 


A  Leffon  for  Children. 
Pray  to  God.  Call  no  ill  names. 


Love  God. 
Fear  God. 
Serve  God. 
Take  not  God's 
Name  in  vain. 
Do  not  Swear. 
Do  not  Steal. 


life  no  ill  words. 
Tell  no  lies. 
Hate  Lies. 
Speak  the  Truth. 
Sper  i  your  Time  well 
Love  your  School. 
Mind  your  Book. 


Cheat  not  in  your  play.  Strive  to  learn. 
Plav  not  with  bad  bovs.  Be  not  a  Dune  t. 


1) 


In  A  i)  a  m  *  s  Fall 
Wc  finned  all. 


Heaven  to  find, 
The  Bible  Mi»d. 


Chrift  crucify'd 
lor  finners  dy\l. 


The  Deluge  drown'd 
The  Earth  around. 


Elijah  hid 
By  Ravens  fed. 

The  judgment  made 
Felix  afraid. 


As  runs  the  Glass, 
Our  Life  doth  pass. 

My  Book  and  Heart 
Must  never  part. 


Job  feels  the  Rod,^. 
Yet  bleffes  GOD'. 


Proud  Korali's  troop 
Was  fwallowed  up 

L  o  t  fled  to  Zoar, 
Saw^nery  Shower 
On  Sodo./i  pour. 

Moses  was  he 
Who  Israel's  Hoft 
Led  thro'  the  Sea. 


Noah  did  view 
The  old  world  &  new 

Young-  Ob  adias, 

D  A  v  ID,  J  OSIAS 

Ail  were  pious. 

Pete  r  der.y'd 
His  Lord  and  cry'd. 

Queen  Esther  faes 
And  feves  the  Jews. 


Young  pious  Ruth. 
Left  ail  lor  Truth. 


Youn  jr  S  a  M  *  t  dear 
The  Lord  did  fear. 


Young  Timothy 
Learnt  fin  to  fly. 


V  a  s  t  h  i  for  Pride, 
Was  fet  afide. 


Whale;  in  the  bea, 
GOD's  Voice  obey. 

Xerxes  did  die. 
And  fo  muffc  L 


While  youth  do  chear 
Death  may  be  near. 

ZAccHEUshe 
Did  climb  the  Tree 
Our  Lord  to  fee. 


WHO  was  the  firft  man  ?  Adam. 
Who  was  the  firft  wtman  ?  Eve. 
Who  was  the  firft  Murderer  ?  Cain. 
Who  was  the  firft  Martyr  1  Abel. 
Who  was  the  fir^ftTranilated  ?  Enoch. 
Who  was  the  oldeft  Man  1  Methafelah. 
Who  built  the  Ark  1  Noah. 
Who  was  the  Patienteft  Man  ?  Job. 
Who  was  the  Meekeft  Man  1  Mofes. 
Who  led  Ifrael  into  Canaan  ?  Jofnua. 
Who  was  the  ftrongest  Man  ?  Sampfon. 
Who  killed  Goliah  1  David. 
Who  was  the  wifeft  Man  1  Solomon, 
Who  was  in  the  Whale's  Belly  ?  Jotiah. 
Who  faves  loft  Men  ?  Jcfus  Chrijfl. 

Who  is  /^fc  Chrifl  ?  The  Son  of  God. 
Who  was  the  Mother  of  Chrifl  1  Mary. 
Who  betrayed  his  Mafter  ?  Judas. 
Who  denied  his  Mafter  ?  Pctsr. 
Who  was  the  firft  Chriftian  Martyr  1  Stephen. 
Who  was  chief  Apoftle  of  the  Gvntiles  iPaul. 

The  Infant's  Grace  before  and  after  Meat. 
T>  LESS  me,  O  Lord,  and  let  my  food 
ftrengther  me  to  ferve  thee,  for  Jesus 
Chrift's  fake.  Amen. 
TDefire  to  thank  God  who  gives  me  food 
to  «at  every  day  of  my  life.  Amen. 


WHAT's  right  and  good  now  fhew  me 
Lord,  a>,d  lead  me  by  thy  grace  and 
word.  Thus  fhell  I  be  a  child  of  God,  and 
love  and  fear  thy  hand  and  rod. 

An  Alphabet  of  Lejfons  for  Youth. 
\    Wife  fon  maketh  a  glad  father,  but  a 

foolifhfon  istheheavinefsof  his  mother. 
T>  Etter  is  a  little  with  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 

than  great  treasure  &  trouble  therewith. 
/"^  Ome  unto  Chrift  all  ye  that  labor  and  are 

hsavy  laden  and  he  Will  give  you  reft. 
Tpl  Onot  the  abominable  thing  whichlhate 

faith  the  Lord. 
TL^  Xcc.pt  a  man  be  born  again,  he  cannot 

fee  the  kingdom  of  God. 
T^Oolilhnefs  is  bound  up  in  the  heart  of  l 

child,  but  the  rod  of  correction  lhall 
drive  it  far  from  him. 

ODLINESS  is  profitable  unto  all  things, 

having  the  promife  of  the  life  that  now 
is,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 
XTOLINESS  becomes  GOD's  houfe 
for  ever. 

IT  is  good  for  me  to  diaw  near  unto 
GOD. 


X   IARS  lhall  have  their  part  in  the  lake 

'  which  burns  with  fire  and  brimftone. 
TVFANY  are  the  afflictions  of  the  right- 
ous,  but  the  Lor  D^elivereth  them 
cut  of  them  all. 

TVTOW  is  the  accepted  time,  now  is  the 
-  day  of  falvation. 

OUT  of  the  abundance  of  the  heart  the 
mouth  fpeaketh. 
~P  R  AY  to  thy  Father  which  is  in  fecret ; 

and  thy  Father  which  fees  in  fecret 
(hall  reward  thee  openly. 

aUlT  you  like  men,  be  flrong,  ftand  faft 
Jn  the  faith. 
T>  EMEMBER  thy  Creator  in  the  days 
JT*'  of  thy  youth. 

SEeftthou  a  man  wife  in  his  own  conceit, 
there  is  more  hope  of  a  'bol  than  of  him. 
THRUST  in  God  at  all  times,  ye  people, 
-■-  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him. 
TTPON  the  wicked,  God  lhall  rain  an 
^  horrible  temped. 

"^K17~0  to  ihe  wicked,  it  (hall  be  ill  with 
him,  for  the  reward  of  his  hands 
(hall  be  given  him. 


E"V"  HORT  one  another  daily  while  it  is 
-A-  called  to  day,  left  any  of  you  be 
hardened  thro'  the  deceitfulnefs  of  fin. 

YOUNG  men  ye  have  overcome  the 
wicked  one. 

ZEal  hath  confumed  me,  becaufe  thy  ene- 
mies have  forgotten  the  word  of  God. 

The  LORD'S  Prayer. 

OUR  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  hallow- 
ed be  t-hy  name.  Thy  kingdom  come. 
Thy  will  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  heaven. 
Give  us  this  day  our  daily  bread.  And  for- 
give us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors. 
And  lead  us  not  into  temptation.  But  deli- 
ver us  from  evil.  For  thine  is  the  kingdom, 
the  power  and  the  glory,  forever.  Amen. 

The  CREED. 
T  BELIEVE  in  God  the  Father  Almighty 
Maker  of  heaven  and  earth,  and  in  Jefus 
Chrifl  his  only  Son  our  Lord,  which  was  con- 
ceived by  the  Holy  Ghoft,  born  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  fuffered  under  Pontius  Pilate,  was  cru- 
cified, dead  and  buried.  He  defcended  into 
hell.  The  third  day  he  arofe  again  from 
the  dead,  and  pfcended  into  heaven,  and  fit- 
teth  on  the  right  hand  of  God,  the  Father, 


Almighty.  From  thence  he  fhall  come  to 
judge  both  the  quick  and  the  dead.  I  be- 
lieve in  the  Holy  Ghofi,  the  Holy  Catholic 
Church,  the  communion  of  Saints,  the  for- 
givenefs  of  fins,  the  refurrection  of  the  body, 
and  the  life  e  yerlafting.  Amen. 

Dr.  Watts's  Cradle  Hymn. 

HU  S  H  my  dear,  lie  ftill  and  {lumber, 
holy  angels  guard  thy  bed, 
Heavenly  blelfmgs  without  number, 

gently  falling  on  thy  head. 
Sleep  my  babe,  thy  food  and  raiment 

houfe  and  home  thy  friends  provide, 
All  without  thy  care  or  payment, 
all  thy  wants  are  well  fupplyd. 
How  much  better  thou'rt  attended, 

than  the  Son  of  God  could  be, 
When  from  heaven  he  defc ended, 

and  became  a  child  like  thee. 
Soft  and  eafy  i?  thy  cradle, 

coarfe  and  bard  thy  Saviour  lay, 
When  his  birth-place  was  a  ftable, 

and  his  fofteft  bed  was  hay. 
Bleffcd  Babe  !  what  glorious  features, 

fpotlefs  fair,  dirinely  bright ! ! 
Muft  he  dwell  with  brutal  creatures, 


how  could  angels  bear  the  fight  ? 
Was  there  nothing  but  a  manger, 

curfed  finners  could  afford, 
To  receive  the  heavenly  itranger  ; 

did  they  thus  affront  their  Lord. 
Soft  my  child  I  did  not  chide  thee, 

tho'  my  fong  may  ibjnd  too  hard  ; 
'Tis  thy  mother  (its  be  fide  thee, 

and  her  arms  fhall  be  thy  guard. 
Yet  to  read  the  fhameful  ftory, 

hew  the  Jews  abusTd  their  King, 
How  they  ferv'd  the  Lord  of  glory, 

makes  me  angry  while  1  fmg. 
See  the  kinder  fliepherds  round  Um, 

telling  wonders  from  the  fky ; 
There  they  fought  him,  there  they  found  him 

,  with  his  Virgin  Mother  by. 
See  the  lovely  Babe  a  drefling  ; 

lovely  Infant  how  he  smil'd  ! 
When  he  wept,  the  Mother's  blefiing 

sooth'd  and  huflrd  the  holy  child. 
Lo  !  he  {lumbers  in  his  manger, 

where  the  horned  oxen  fed  ; 
Peace  my  darling  here's  no  danger, 

herers  no  Ox  a  near  thy  bed. 
Twas  to  fave  thee,  child  from  dying 

fave  my  dear  from  burning  flame, 


Bitter  groans  and  endlefs  crying, 

that  thy  bleft  Redeemer  came. 
May'll  thou  live  to  know  and  fear  him, 

truft  and  love  him  all  thy  days  ! 
Then  £0  dwell  for  ever  near  him, 

fee  his  face  and  ling  his  praife. 
I  cculd  give  thee  thoi.fand  kifles, 

hoping  what  I  mofl  defire  : 
Not  a  mother's  fondeft  wifhes, 

can  to  greater  joys  afpire. 

Verses  for  Children. 
HP  HOUGH  I  am  young  a  little  one, 
-■-  If  I  can  fpeak  and  go  alone, 
Then  I  muft  learn  to  know  the  Lord, 
And  learn  to  read  his  holy  word. 
'Tis  time  to  feek  to  God  and  pray 
For  what  I  want  for  every  day: 
I  have  a  precious  foul  to  fave, 
And  I  a  mortal  body  have, 
Tho'  I  am  young  yet  I  may  die, 
And  haften  to  eternity  : 
There  is  a  dreadful  fiery  hell, 
Where  kicked  ones  must  al./ays  dwell : 
There  is  a  heaven  full  of  joy, 
Where  godly  ones  must  always  Hay : 
To  one  of  thefe  my  foul  must  rly, 
As  in  a  moment  when  I  die : 
2 


When  God  that  made  me,  calls  me  home, 

I  mufl  not  stay  1  mult  be  gone. 

He  gave  me  life,  and  gives  me  breath, 

And  he  can  fave  my  foul  from  death, 

By  J  e  s  u  s  Christ  my  only  Lord, 

According  to  his  holy  word. 

He  clothes  my  back  xnd  makes  me  warn 

He  faves  my  tiefh  and  bones  from  harm. 

He  gives  me  bread  and  milk  and  meat 

And  all  I  have  that's  good  to  eat. 

When  I  am  fick,  he  if  he  pleafe, 

Can  make  me  well  and  give  me  eafe  : 

He  gives  me  fleep  and  quiet  reft, 

Whereby  my  body  is  refrefh'd 

The  Lord  is  good  and  kind  to  me, 

And  very  thankful  I  muft  be  : 

I  muft  obey  and  lovt  and  fear  him, 

By  faith  in  Chrift  I  mufl  draw  near  him. 

I  muft  not  fm  as  others  do, 

Left  I  lie  down  in  forrow  too  : 

For  God  is  angry  every  day, 

With  wicked  o»nes  who  go  aftray, 

All  finful  wore1 5  I  must  re  (train: 

I  muft  not  take  God's  name  in  vain. 

I  muft  not  work,  I  muft  not  play, 

Upon  God's  holy  fabbath  day. 

And  if  my  parents  fpeak  the  word, 


I  mufl  obey  them  in  the  Lord. 
Nor  fteal,  no*  lie,  nor  fpend  my  days, 
In  idle  tales  and  foolifh  plays, 
I  mull  obey  my  Lord's  commands, 
Do  fom-nhing  with  my  little  hands : 
Remember  my  creator  now, 
In  youth  while  time  will  it  allow. 
Young  Samuel  that  little  child, 
He  ferv'd  the  Lord,  liv'd  undefiPd; 
Him  ia  his  fervice  God  employ'd, 
While  Eli's  wicked  children  dy'd : 
When  wicked  children  mocking  laid, 
To  a  good  man,  Go  up  bald  head, 
God  was  difpleas'd  with  them  and  fent 
Two  bears  which  them  in  pieces  rent, 
I  mufl  not  like  thefe  children  vile, 
Difpleafe  my  God,  myfelf  defile. 
Like  young  A  ~» i  j  a  h  ,  I  mull  lee, 
That  good  things  may  be  found  in  me, 
Young  King  Josiah,  that  blefled  youth, 
He  fought  the  Lord  and  lov'd  the  truth  ; 
He  like  a  King  did  act  his  part, 
And  follow'd  God  with  all  his  heart. 
The  little  children  they  did  fing, 
Hofannahs  to  their  heavenly  King. 
That  bleffed  child  young  Timothy, 
Did  learn  God's  word  moft  needfully. 


V 


It  feem'd  to  be  his  recreation, 
Which  made  him  wife  unto  falvation : 
By  faith  in  Chrift  which  he  had  gaiVd 
With  prayers  and  tears  that  faith  unfeign'd. 
Thefe  good  examples  were  for  me  ; 
Like  thefe  good  children  I  must  be. 
Give  me  true  faith  in  Chrift  my  Lord, 
Obedience  to  his  holy  word, 
No  word  is  in  the  world  like  thine, 
There's  none  fo  pure,  fweet  and  divine. 
From  thence  let  me  thy  will  behold, 
And  love  thy  word  above  fine  gold. 
Make  my  heart  in  thy  ftatutes  found, 
And  make  my  faith  and  love  abound. 
Lord  circumcife  my  heart  to  love  thee : 
And  nothing  in  this  world  above  th^e  : 
Let  me  behold  thy  pleafed  face, 
And  make  my  foul  to  grow  i.:  grace, 
And  in  the  knowledge  of  my  Lord 
And  Saviour  Chrift,  and  of  his  word. 
Another - 

AW  A  KE,  arife,  behold  thou  haft, 
Thy  life  a  leaf,  thy  breath  a  blaft  , 
At  night  lay  down  prepar'd  to  have 
Thy  fleep,  thy  death,  thy  bed,  thy  grave. 
X   0  R  D  if  thou  lengthen  out  my  days, 
Then  let  my  he.srt  fo  fixed  be, 


That  I  may  lengthen  out  thy  praise, 
And  never  turn  afide  from  thee. 

So  in  rny  end  1  fhall  rejoice, 
In  thy  falvation  joyful  be  ; 
My  foul  fhall  say  with  loud  glad  voice, 
JEHOVAH  who  is  like  to  thee  T 

Who  takeft  the  lambs  into  thy  arms, 
And  gently  leadeft  thofe  with  young, 
Who  favefl  children  from  all  harms, 
Lord,  I  will  praife  thee  with  my  fong. 

And  when  my  dayjAm  earth  fhall  end, 
And  I  go  hence  and  be  here  no  more, 
Give  me  eternity  to  fpend, 
My  G  O  D  to  praife  forever  more. 

Another, 
Good  children  muft, 
Fear  God  all  day,     Love  Chaft  alway, 
Parents  obey,  In  fecret  pray, 

No  lrife  thing  fay,     Mind  little  play, 
By  no  fin  flray.        Make  ho  delay, 
In  doing  good. 
Another. 
T  In  the  burying  place  may  fee 

Graves  fhortcr  there  than  L 
From  death's  arreft  no  age  :s  free 

Young  children  too  mull  die. 
My  God  may  fuch  an  awful  fight, 


Awakening  be  to  me ! 
0hf  that  by  early  grace  I  might 
For  death  prepared  be. 

Another. 

l^JOW  I  lay  me  down  to  take  my  Jleep, 

I  pray  the  Lord  my  foul  to  keep, 
If  I  fliould  die  before  I  wake, 
I  pray  the  Lord  my  foul  to  take. 

Another. 

Jhplfft  *n      morning  when  thou  dofl  awakty 
To  God  for  his  grace  thy  petition  make, 
Some  heavenly  petition  ufe  daily  to  fay, 
That  the  God  of  heaven  may  blefs  thee  alway. 

Duty  to  God  and  our  neighbour. 
T   O  VE  God  with  all  your  foul  &  ftrength, 
-■-^  With  all  your  heart  and  mind ; 
And  love  your  neighbour  as  yourfelf, 

Be  faithful,  juft  and  kind. 
Deal  with  another  as  you'd  have 

Another  deal  with  you  : 
What  you're  unwilling  to  receive, 
Be  fure  you  never  do. 

Our  Saviour's  Golden  Rule. 

BE  you  to  others  kind  and  true, 
As  you'd  have  others  be  to  you : 
And  neither  do  nor  fay  to  men, 

Whate'er  yo*u  would  not  take  again. 


/ 

The  Sum  of  the  ten  Commandments, 

WITH  all  thy  foul  love  God  above, 
And  as  thyfelf  thy  neighbour  love. 
Advice  to  Youth,    Eccle.  xii. 

NOW  in  the  heat  of  youthful  blood, 
Remember  your  Creator  God  ; 
Behold  the  months  come  haft'ning  on, 
When  you  fhall  fay,  My  joys  are  gone. 

Behold  the  aged  linner  goes 
Laden   with  guilt  and  heavy  woes, 
Down  to  the  regions  of  the  dead, 
With  endlefs  curfes  on  his  head. 

The  duft  returns  to  duft  again, 
The  foul  in  agonies  of  pain, 
Afcends  to  God  not  there  to  dwell, 
But  hears  her  doom  and  links  to  hell. 
Eternal  King  I  fear  thy  name, 
Teach  me  to  know  how  frail  I  am, 
And  when  my  foul  muft  hence  remove, 
G  ive  me  a  man  (ion  in  thy  love. 
Remember  thy  Creator  in  the  days  of  thy  youth. 

CHILDREN  your  great  Creator  fear, 
To  him  y<jur  homage  pay, 
While  vain  employments  fire  your  blood, 

And  lead  your  thoughts  aftray. 
The  due  remembrance  of  his  name 
Your  first  regard  requires  : 


Till  your  breaft  glows  with  facrecl  love, 

Indulge  no  meaner  fires. 
Secure  his  favoifr,  arid  be  wife, 

Before  thefe  cheerlefs  days, 
vVhen  age  comes  on,  when  mirth's  no  more 

And  health  and  ftrength  decays. 

Some  proper  Names  o/Mkn  and  Women, 
to  teach  Children  to  J pell  their  own. 


Men's  Names. 

A Dam,  Abel, 
Abraham, 
Amos,  Aaron, 
xfbijrth,  Andrew, 
Alexander,  Anthony, 
Bartholomew, 
Benjamin,  Barnabas, 
Benoni,  Barzillai, 
Caleb,  Caefar, 
Charles, Christopher, 
Clement,  Cornelius, 
Daykl,  Daniel, 
Ephraim,  Edward, 
Edmund,  Ebenezer, 
Elijah,  Efiphalet, 
Elifha,  Eleazer, 
Elihu,  Ezekiel, 


EHas,  Elizur, 
Frederick,  Francis, 
Gilbert,  Giles, 
George,  Gamalial, 
Gideon,  Gerfhom, 
Heman,  Henry, 
Hezekiah,  Hugh, 
John,  Jonas,  Ifaac, 
Jacob,  Jared,  Job, 
James,  Jonathan, 
ifrael,  Jofeph, 
Jeremiah,  Joi'hua, 
Joliah,  Jedediah. 
Jabez,  Joel,  Judah, 
Lazarus,*  Luke, 
Mathew,  Michael, 
Mofes,  Malachi, 
Nathaniel,  Nathan, 


Nicholas,  Noadiah, 
Nehemiah,  Noah, 
Obadkh,  Ozias, 
Paul,  Peter,  Philip, 
Phineas,  Peletiah, 
Ralph,  Richard, 
Samuel,  Sampfon, 
Stephen,  Solomon, 
Seth,  Simeon,  Saul; 


Shem,  Shubal, 
Timothy,  Thomas, 
Titus,  Theophilus, 
Uriah,  Uzzah, 
Walter,  William, 
Xerxes,  Xenophon, 
Zachariah,  Zebdiel, 
Zedekiah,  Zacfock, 
Zebulon,  Zebediah, 


Women's  Names. 


\  Bigail,  Anne, 
Alice,  Anna, 
Bethiah,  Bridget, 
Cloe,  Charity, 
Deborah,  Dorothy, 
Dorcas,  Dinah, 
Damaris, 
Elizabeth,  Efther, 
Eunice,  Eleanor, 
Frances,  Flora, 
Grace.  Gillet, 
Hannah,  Huldah, 
Hepzibah, 
Henrietta,  Hagar. 
Joanna,  Jane, 
Jamima,  Ifabel, 


Judith,  Jennet, 
Katharine,  Katura, 
Kezia.  Lydia, 
Lucretia,  Lucy, 
Lodis,  Lettice, 
Mary,  Margaret, 
Martha,  Mehitable, 
Marcy,  Merial, 
Patience,  Phylis, 
Phebe,  Prifcilla, 
Rachel,  Rebecca, 
Ruth,  Rhode,  Rofe, 
Sarah,  Sufanna, 
Tabitha,  Tamefin, 
Urfula, 

Zipporah,  Zibiah. 


TVTR-  JohnRoger.s,  minifter  of  the 
-LTJL  gofpel  in  London,  was  the  firft  mar- 
tyr in  Queen  Mary's  reign,  and  was 
burnt  at  Smithfield,  February  14, 1554. — His 
wife  with  nine  small  children,  and  one  at 
her  breast  following  him  to  the  flake  ;  with 
which  forrowful  fight  he  wp.s  not  in  the 
,  leaft  (Taunted,  but  with  wonderful  patience 
died  courageoully  for  the  gofpel  of  J  e  s  u  * 
Christ. 


Some  few  days  before  his  death,  he  wrote  the 
following  Advice  to  his  Children. 

GIVE  ear  my  children  to  my  words 
Whom  God  hath  dearly  bought, 
Lay  up  his  laws  wirhin  your  heart',  c  /> 

and  print  them  in  your  thoughts. 
I  leave  you  here  a  little  book  ^ 

for  you  to  look  upon,  \c£ 
That  you  may  fee  your  father's  face 

when  he  is  dead  and  gone  : 
Who  for  the  hope  of  heavenly  things 

While  he  did  here  remain, 
Gave  over  all  his  golden  years 

to  prifon  and  to  pain. 
Where  I,  among  my  iron  bands, 

inclofed  in  the  dark, 
Not  many  days  before  my  death, 

I  did  compole  this  work  : 
And  for  example  to  your  youth, 

to  whom  I  wrilh  all  good, 
I  fend  you  here  God's  perfect  truth, 

and  leal  it  with  my  blood. 
To  you  my  heirs  of  earthly  things  : 

which  I  do  leave  behind, 
That  you  may  read  and  underftand 

and  keep  it  in  your  mind. 
That  as  you  have  been  heirs  of  that 


that  once  fhall  wear  away, 
You  alfo  may  poflefs  that  part, 

which  never  fhall  decay. 
Ke*!p  always  God  before  your  eyes, 

with  all  your  whole  intent, 
Commit  no  lin  in  any  wife, 

keep  his  commandment. 
Abhor  that  arrant  whore  of  R  o  m  e  , 

and  all  her  blafphemies, 
And  drink  not  of  her  curfed  cup, 

obey  not  her  decrees. 
Give  honor  to  your  mother  dear, 

remember  well  her  pain, 
And  recompence  her  in  her  age, 

with  the  like  love  again. 
Be  always  ready  for  her  help, 

and  let  her  not  decay, 
Remember  well  your  father  all, 

who  would  have  been  your  flay. 
Give  of  your  portion  to  the  poor, 

ai  riches  do  arife, 
And  from  the  needy  naked  foul, 

turn  not  away  your  eyes  : 
For  he  that  doth  not  hear  the  cry 

of  thofe  that  ftand  in  need, 
Shall  cry  himfeif  and  not  be  heard, 

when  he  does  hope  to  fpeed. 


if  GOD  hath  given  you  increafe, 

and  blefled  well  your  ftore. 
Remember  you  are  put  in  truft, 

and  fhould  relieve  the  poor. 
Beware  of  foul  and  filthy  lull, 

let  fuch  things  have  no  place, 
Keep  clean  your  veflels  in  the  LORD, 

that  he  may  you  embrace. 
Ye  are  the  temples  of  the  LORD, 

for  you  are  dearly  bought, 
And  they  that  do  defile  the  fame, 

fhali  furely  come  to  nought. 
Be  never  proud  by  any  means, 

build  not  your  houfe  too  high, 
But  always  have  before  your  eyes, 

that  you  are  born  to  die. 
Defraud  not  him  that  hired  is, 

your  labour  to  fuftain, 
But  pay  him  flill  without  delay, 

his  wages  for  his  pain. 
And  as  you  would  that  other  men 

againft  you  fhould  proceed, 
Do  you  the  fame  to  them  again, 

when  they  do  ftand  in  need. 
Impart  your  portion  to  jhe  poor, 

in  money  and  in  meat 


And  fend  the  feeble  fainting  foul, 

of  that  which  you  do  eat. 
Afk  counfel  always  of  the  wife, 

give  ear  unto  the  end, 
And  ne'er  refufe  the  fweet  rebuke 

of  him  that  is  thy  friend. 
Be  always  thankful  to  the  LORD, 

with  prayer  and  with  praife, 
Begging  of  him  to  blefs  your  work, 

and  to  direct  your  ways. 
Seek  fira,  I  fay,  the  living  GOD, 

and  always  him  adore, 
And  then  be  fure  that  he  will  blefs, 

your  bafket  and  your  flore. 
And  I  befeech  Almighty  GOD, 

replenifh  you  with  grace, 
That  I  may  meet  you  in  the  heavens, 

and  fee  you  face  to  face. 
And  though  the  fire  my  body  burns, 

contrary  to  my  kind, 
That  I  cannct  enjoy  your  love 

according  to  my  mind  : 
Yet  I  do  hope  that  when  the  heavens 

i  IniU  vanilh  like  a  fcroll, 
I  fhall  fee  you  in  perfect  (hape, 

in  body  and  in  foui. 
And  that  I  may  enjoy  your  love, 


and  you  enjoy  the  land, 
I  do  befeeeh  the  living  LORD, 

to  hold  you  in  his  hand. 
Though  here  my  body  be  adjudg'd 

in  flaming  fire  to  fry, 
My  foid  I  truft,  will  ftraight  afcend 

to  live  with  GOD  on  high. 
What  though  this  careafe  imart  awhile 

what  though  this  life  decay, 
My  foul  1  hope  will  be  with  GOD, 

and  live  with  him  for  aye. 
I  know  I  am  a  finner  born, 

from  the  original, 
And  that  I  do  deferve  to  die 

by  my  fore-father's  fall : 
But  by  our  Saviour's  precious  blood, 

which  on  the  crofs  was  fpilt, 
Who  freely  ofTer'd  up  his  life, 

to  fave  our  fouls  from  guilt ; 
I  hope  redemption  I  fliall  have, 

and  all  who  in  him  truft, 
When  I  fliall  fee  him  face  to  face, 

and  live  among  the  juft. 
fyhy  then  fhonld  I  fear  death's  grim  look 

fince  CHRIST  fw  me  did  die", 
For  King  and  Cafar,  rich  and  poor. 

the  force  of  death  mull  try 


When  I  am  chained  to  the  ftake, 

and  fagots  girt  me  round, 
Then  pray  the  LORD  my  foul  in  heaven 

may  be  with  glory  crown'd. 
Come  welcome  death  the  end  of  fears, 

I  am  prepar'd  to  die  : 
Thofe  earthly  flames  will  fend  my  foul 

up  to  the  Lord  on  high. 
Farewell  my  children  to  the  world, 

where  you  mufl  yet  remain  ; 
The  LORD  of  hofts  be  your  defence, 

'till  we  do  meet  again. 
Farewell  my  tr^e  and  loving  wife, 

ray  children  and  my  friends, 
I  hope  in  heaven  to  fee  you  all, 

when  all  things  have  their  en  J. 
If  you  go  on  to  ferve  the  LORD, 

as  you  have  now  begun, 
Ycu  fhall  walk  fafely  all  your  days, 

until  your  life  be  done. 
GOD  grant  you  fo  to  end  your  days, 

as  he  fhall  think  it  beft, 
That  I  may  meet  you  in  the  heavens, 

where  I  do  hope  to  reft. 


OUR  days  begin  with  trouble  here, 
our  life  is  but  a  fpan, 


And  cruel  death  is  always  near, 

fo  frail  a  tiling  is  man. 
Then  fow  the  feeds  of  grace  whilft  young, 

that  when  thou  com'ft  to  die, 
Thou  may'ft  fing  forth  that  triumph  fong, 

Death  where's  thy  victory. 

Choice  Sentences. 

1.  Praying  will  make  us  leave  finning, 
or  finning  will  make  us  leave  praying. 

2.  Our  weaknefs  and  inabilities  break 
not  the  bond  of  our  duties. 

3.  W  H  a  t  we  are  afraid  to  fpe^k  before 
men,  we  Ihould  be  afraid  to  think  before 
GOD.  

Learn  thefe  four  lines  by  heart. 
TJT  AVE  communion  with  few, 

Be  intimate  %with  ONE, 
Deal  juftjy  with  all  . 
Speak  evil  of  none. 

A  G  U  R  '  s  Prayer. 
TT>  E  MOVE  far  from  me  vanities  and 

lies  ;  give  me  neither  poverty  nor 
riches ;  fe-ed  me  with  food  convenient  for 
me  :  left  I  be  full  and  deny  thee,  and  fay, 
Who  is  the  Lord  1  Or  left  I  be  poor  and 
fteal  and  take  the  name  of  my  GOD  in  vain. 


gy^-  ^^^n  ^^^^^^  ^g^^  ^^r^^j 
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T  he-Shorter 

CATECHISM, 

Agreed  upon  by  the  Reverend  Aflembly  of 

Divines  at  Weftminftcr. 
Queft    t/l/xH  A  T  is  the  chief  end  of  man  ? 

Anf.  Man's  chief  end  is  to 
glorify  God  and  enjoy  him  forever. 

Q.  2,  What  rule  hath  God  given  to  di- 
rect us  how  we  may  glorify  and  enjoy  him  ? 

A.  The  word  of  God  which  is  contained 
in  the  fcriptures  of  the  old  and  new  tefta- 
ment  is  the  only  rule  to  direct  us  how  we 
may  glorify  God  and  enjoy  him. 
Q.3.  What  do  the  fcriptures  principally  teach? 

A.  The  fcriptures  principally  teach  what 
man  is  to  believe  concerning  God,  and  what 
duty  God  requireth  of  man. 

Q.  4.  What  is  God? 

A.  God  is  a  fpirit,  infinite,  eternal,  and 
unchangeable,  :n  his  being,  wifdom,  power, 
holinefs,  JuMce,  goodnefs  and  truth. 

Q.  5.  Are  there  more  Gods  than  one  ? 


A.  There  is  tnrt  ONE  only,  the  living  and 
true  GOD. 

Q.  6,  How  many  persons  are  there  in  the 
God-head  ? 

A.  There  are  three  perfons  in  the  God- 
head, the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  thefe  three  are  one  GOD,  the 
fame  in  fubftance,  equal  in  power  and  glory. 

Q.  7.  What  are  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

A.  The  decrees  of  God  are  his  eternal 
purpofe,  according  to  the  counfel  ot  his  own 
will,  whereby  for  hi«  own  glory  he  hath 
fore-ordained  whatfoever  comes  to  pafs. 

Q.  8.  How  doth  God  execute  his  decrees? 

A.  God  executeth  his  decrees  in  the 
works  of  creation  and  providence. 

Q.  9.  What  is  the  work  of  creation  ? 

A.  The  work  of  creation  is  God's  making 
all  things  of  nothing  by  the  word  of  his  pow- 
er, in  the  fpace  of  rix  days, and  all  very  good. 

Q.  10.  How  did  God  create  man  ? 

A.  God  created  man  male  &  female  after 
his  own  image,  in  knowledge,  righteoufnefs 
and  holinefs,with  dominion  over  the  creatures 

Q.  11.  What  are  God's  works  of  providence? 

A.  God's  works  of  providence  are  his  moft 
lQoly,wife  and  powerfuhpreferving  &  govern- 


ing  all  his  creatures  and  all  their  actions. 

Q.  12.  What  fpecial  act  of  providence 
did  God  exercife  towards  man  in  the  eftate 
wherein  he  was  created  ? 

A.  When  God  had  created  man,  he  en- 
tered into  a  covenant  of  life  with  him  upon 
condition  of  perfect  obedience,  forbidding 
him  to  eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge  of  good 
and  evil,  upon  pain  of  death. 

Q.  13.  Did  our  firft  parents  continue  in 
the  eftate  wherein  they  were  created  1 

A.  Ourfirftparentsbeingleft  to  the  freedom 
of  their  own  will,  fell  from  the  eftate  wherein 
they  were  created,  by  finning  againft  God. 

Q.  14.  What  is  fin? 

A.  Sin  is  any  want  of  conformity  unto, 
or  tranfgreifton  of  the  law  of  God. 

Q.  15.  What  was  the  fin  whereby  our  firfi 
parents  fell  from  the  eftate  wherein  they  were 
created  ? 

A.  The  fin  whereby  our  firft  parents  fell 
from  the  eftate  wherein  they  were  created, 
was  their  eating  the  forbidden  ii'iit. 

Q.  16,  Did  all  mankind  fall  in  Adam's 
firft  transgrejfion  ? 

A.  The  covenant  being  made  with  Adam, 
not  only  for  himfelf,  but  for  his  pofterity, 


ail  mankind  defcendingfrom  him  by  ordina- 
ry generation,  finned  in  him,  and  fell  with 
him  in  his  firft  tranfgrellion. 

Q.  17.  Into  what  eftate  did  the  fall  bring 
mankind  ? 

A.  The  fall  brought  mankind  into  an  es- 
tate of  fin  and  mifery. 

Q.  18.  Wherein  confifts  the  finfalnefs  oj 
that  eftate  whereinto  man  fell  ? 

A.  The  finfulnefs  of  that  eftate  whereinto 
man  fell,  confifts  in  the  guilt  of  Adam's  firft 
fin,  the  wantof  original righteousnef3,&  the 
corruption  of  his  whole  nature,which  is  com- 
monly called  original  fin,  together  with  all 
actual  tranfgrefiions  which  proceed  from  it. 

Q.  19.  What  is  the  mifery  of  that  eftate 
whereinto  '  nan  ft  *J  t 

A.  All  mankind  by  the  fall  loft  commu- 
nion with  God,  are  under  his  wrath  &  curfe, 
and  fo  rr  ade  liable  to  the  miferies  in  this  life, 
to  death  itfelf,  &  to  the  pains  of  hell  forever. 

Q.  20.  Did  God  leave  all  mankind  to  per- 
ifh  in  the  fleet e  of  fin  and  mifery  1 

A.  God  having  out  of  his  msre  good 
pleafure  from  all  eternity  elected  fome  to 
everlafting  life,  did  enter  into  a  eove- 
nant  of  grace,  to  deliver  them  out  of  a  ftate 


of  fin  and  mifery,  and  to  bring  them  into  a 
ftate  of  falvation  by  a  Redeemer. 

Q.  21 .  Who  is  the  Redeemer  of  God's  elect? 

A.  The  only  Redeemer  of  God's  elect,  is 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  being  the  eternal 
Son  of  God,  became  man,  and  fo  was,  and 
continues  to  be  God  and  man,  in  two  dif- 
tinct  natures,  and  one  perfon  forever. 

Q.  22.  How  did  Chrijl  being  the  Son  of 
God  become  man  ? 

A.  Chrift  the  Son  of  God  became  man  by 
taking  to  himfelf  a  true  body  and  a  reibna- 
ble  foul,  being  conceived  by  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft,  in  the  womb  of  the  virgin 
Mary,  and  born  of  her,  and  yet  without  fin. 

Q.  23.  What  offices  doth  Chrift  execute 
as  cur  Redeemer  ? 

A.  Chrift  as  our  Redeemer  executes  the  of- 
fice of  a  prophet,  of  a  pried,  &  of  a  king,  both 
in  his  eftate  of  humiliation  and  exaltation. 

Q.  24.  How  doth  Chrijt  execute  the  office 
of  a  prophet  ? 

A  .  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of  a  pro- 
phet in  revealing  to  us  by  his  word  and  fpi- 
rit,  the  will  of  God  for  our  falvation. 

Q.  25.  How  doth  Chrift  execute  the  office 
of  a  prieft  ? 


A.  Chrifl;  executeth  the  office  of  aprieftin 
his  once  offering  up  himfelf  a  faerifice  to  fa- 
tisfy  divine  justice,  and  reconcile  us  to  God, 
and  in  making  continual  interceffion  for  us. 

Q.  26.  How  doth  Chrifl  execute  the  office 
"  of a  king  ? 

A,  Chrifl  executeth  the  office  of  a  king 
in  fubduing  us  to  himfelf,  in  ruling  and  de- 
fending us,  and  in  restraining  and  conquer- 
ing all  his  and  our  enemies. 
Q27  Wherein  did  Chrift's  humiliation  confifi? 

A.  Chrift's  humiliation  confifted  in  his 
being  born  and  that  in  a  low  condition,  made 
under  the  law,  undergoing  the  miferies  of 
this  life,  the  wrath  of  God,  and  the  curfed 
death  of  the  crofs,-  in  being  buried  and  con- 
tinuing under  the  power  of  death  for  a  time. 

Q.  28.  W herein  confifls  Chriffs  exaltation? 

A.  Chrift's  exaltation  confifteth  in  his  ri- 
fing  again  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day, 
in  afcending  up  into  heaven,  and  fitting  at 
the  right  hand  of  God  the  Father,  and  in 
coming  to  judge  the  world  at  the  last  day. 

Q.  29.  How  are  we  made  partakers  of  the 
redemption  purchased  by  Chrifl  ? 

A.  We  are  made  partakers  of  the  redemp- 
tion purchafed  by  Chrifl  by  the  effectual  ap- 


plication  of  it  to  us  by  his  holy  Spirit. 

Q.  30.  How  doth  the  Spirit  apply  to  us 
the  redemption  pur  chafed  by  Chrift  ? 

A.  The  Spirit  appiieth  to  us  the  redemp- 
tion purchafed  by  Chrift,  by  working  faith 
in  us,  and  thereby  uniting  us  to  Chrift  in 
our  effectual  caliing. 

Q.  31.  What  is  effectual  calling  ? 

A,  Effectual  calling  is  the  work  of  God's 
Spirit,  whereby  convincing  us  of  our  fin  and 
mifery,  enlightening  our  Ainds  in  the  know- 
ledge of  Chrifl,  and  renewing  our  wills,  ,he 
doth  perfuade  and  enable  us  to  embrace  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  freely  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel. 

Q.  32.  What  benefits  do  they  that  are  ef- 
fectually  called  partake  of  in  this  life  ? 

A.  They  that  are  effectually  called  do  in 
this  life  partake  of  j  unification,  adoption, 
and  fanctification,  and  the  feveral  benefits 
which  in  this  life  do  either  accompany  or 
flow  from  them. 

Q.  33.  What  is  juflif  cation  ? 

A.  Juflifl^Ltion  is  an  act  of  God's  free 
grace,  wherein  he  pardoneth  all  our  fins, 
and  accepteth  us  as  righteous  in  his  fight, 
only  for  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chrift  imputed 
to  ub,  and  received  by  faith  alone. 


Q.  34.  What  is  adoption  ? 

A,  Adoption  is  an  act  of  God's  free  grace 
whereby  we  arc  received  into  the  number, 
and  have  a  right  to  all  the  privileges  of  the 
fons  of  God. 

Q.  35.  What  is  fanetification  ? 

A.  Sanctification  iz  the  work  of  God's 
free  grace,  whereby  we  are  renewed  in  the 
whole  man,  after  tho  image  of  God,  and  are 
enabled  more  and  more  to  die  unto  fin,  and 
live  unto  righteoufnefs. 

Q.  36.  What  are  the  benefits  which  in  this 
life  do  accompany  or  flow  from  juflification, 
adoption  and  fanetification  ? 

A.  The  benefits  which  in  this  life  do  ac 
company  or  flow  from  j unification,  adoption 
and  fanetification,  are  afTurance  of  God?s 
love,  peace  of  confeijnee,  joy  in  the  holy 
Ghoft,  increase  of  grace,  and  perfeverauce 
tnerein  to  the  end. 

Q.  37.  What  benefits  do  believers  receive 
from  Chrifl  at  their  death  ? 

A.  The  fouls  of  believers  are  at  tlieii 
death  made  perfect  in  holinefs,  and  do  im- 
mediately pafs  into  glory,  and  their  bodies 
being  fiill  unir.ed  to  Chrift  do  reft  in  their 
graves  'till  the  refurrection. 


Q.  38.  What  benefits  do  believers  receive 
from  Chrifl  at  the  resurrection  1 

A.  At  the  refurrection  believers  being 
railed  r.p  to  glo*y,  shall  be  openly  acknow- 
ledged and  acquitted  K\  the  day  of  judg- 
ment, and  made  perfectly  bleffed  in  the  full 
enjoyment  of  God  to  all  eternity. 

Q.  39.  What  is  the  duty  which  God  re- 
quires  of  man  ? 

A.  The  duty  which  God  lequires  of  man, 
is  obedience  to  his  revealed  will. 

Q.  40.  What  did  God  at  firfi  reveal  to 
man  for  the  rule  of  his  obedience  ? 

A.  The  rule  which  God  at  flrft  revealed  to 
man  for  his  obedience  was  the  moral  law. 

Q.  41.  Where  is  the  moral  law  fummarily 
comprehended  1 

•  A  \  The  moral  law  is  fummarily  compre- 
hended in  the  ten  commandments. 

Q.  42.  What  is  the  fum  of  the  ten  com- 
mand, nents  ?  * 

A.  The  fum  of  the  ten  command  rof&is 
is,  to  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  af1  iur 
heart,  with  all  our  foul,  with'  all  our 
ftrength,  and  nith  all  our  mind,  and  our 
neighbour  as  ourfelves. 

Q.  43.  What  is  the  preface  to  the  ten 


commandments  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  command- 
ments is  in  thefe  words,  /  am  the  Lord  tky 
God  which  have  brought  thee  out  of  the  land 
of  Egypt,  and  out  of  the  houfe  of  bondage. 

Q.  44.  What  dcth  the  preface  to  the  ten 
commandments  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  commandments 
teacheth  us,  that  becaufe  God  is  the  Lord,  and 
our  God  and  Redeemer,  therefore  we  are 
bound  to  keep  all  his  commandments. 

Q.  45.  Which  is  the  first  commandment  T 

A.  The  firft  commandment  is,  Thou  fhalt 
have  no  other  Gods  before  me. 

Q.  46.  What  is  required  in  the  firft  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  firft  commandment  requireth  us 
to  know  and  acknowledge  God,  to  be  iho 
only  true  God,  our  God,  and  to  wor- 
ftiip  and  glorify  him  accordingly. 

Q.  47.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  first  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  firft  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  denying  or  not  worfhipping  and  glorify- 
ing the  true  Gcd,  as  God,  and  our  God,  and 
the  giving  th  4  worfhip  and  glory  to  any 
olner  which  is  duo  t3  him  alone. 


Q.  48.  What  are  we  efpccially  taught  by 
thefe  words  (before  me)  in  the  fir jl  command- 
ment ? 

A.  Thefe  words  {before  me)  in  the  firfl 
commandment,  teach  us,  that  God  who  feeth 
all  things,  taketh  notice  of  and  is  much  dif- 
pleafed  with  the  fin  of  having  any  other  God. 

Q.  49.  Which  is  the  fecond  commandment  1 

A.  The  fecond  commandment  is,  Thou 
fhalt  not  make  w  Jo  thee  any  graven  image,  or 
the  likeness  of  any  thing  that  is  in  heaven  a- 
bove,  or  that  is  in  the  earth  beneath,  or  that 
is  in  the  water  under  the  eai  th  ;  thou  flialt  not 
bow  down  thy f elf  to  them  nor  serve  them,  for 
I  th*  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God,  vifting 
the  iniquities  of  the  fathers  upon  the  children, 
unto  the  third  and  fourth  generation  of  them 
that  hate  me  and Jliewing  mercy  unto  thoufands 
of  them  that  love  me  cf-  A       iy  commandments. 

Q.  50.  What  is  repaired  in  the  fecond 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  fecond  commandment  requireth 
the  receiving,  obferving,&  keeping  pure  and 
entire  all  fuch  religious  worfhip  and  ordinan- 
ces, as  God  hath  appointed  in  his  word. 

Q.  51.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fecond 
con.mandmcn*  1 


A.  The  fecond  commandment  forbiddeth 
the  worfhipping  of  God  by  images  or  any 
other  way  not  appointed  in  his  word. 

Q.  52.  What  are  the  reafons  annexed  to 
the  fecond  commandment  ? 

A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the  fecond 
commandment,  are  God's  fovereignty  over 
ns,  his  propriety  in  us,  and  the  zeal  he  hath 
to  his  own  worlhip. 

O.  53.  Which  is  the  third  commandment  ? 

A.  The  third  commandment  is,  Thou 
fhal'.  not  tjlie  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God 
in  vain,  for  the  Lord  voXl  not  hold  him  guilt- 
itfs,  that  takcth  his  name  in  vain. 

Q.  5  4.  What  is  required  in  the  third 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  third  commandment  requireth  the 
hcly  and  reverent  ufe  of  God's  names,  titles, 
attributes,  ordinances,  word  and  works. 

Q.  55.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  third 
commandment  1 

A.  The  third  commandment  forbiddeth 
all  piofaning  or  abufing  of  any  thing 
whereby  God  maketh  himiclf  known. 

Q.  56.  What  is  the  reafon  annexed  to  I  he 
third  commandment  ? 


A.  The  reafon  annexed  to  the  third  com- 
mandment is.  That  however  the  breakers  of 
this  commandment  may  efcape  puniftiment 
from  men,  yet  the  Lord  our  God  will  not 
fuffer  them  to  efcape  his  righteous  judgment. 

Q.  57.  Which  is  the  fourth  commandment  ? 
A.  The  fourth  commandment  is,  Remember 
the  fabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy,  fix  days  jlialt 
thou  labor  and  do  all  thy  work,  but  the  fe~ 
venth  day  the  fabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God, 
in  it  thou  fhatt  not  do  any  work,  thou  nor  thy 
fony  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man-fervant,  nor 
thy  maid  fervant,  nor  thy  cattle,  nor  the 
flrangtr  that  is  within  thy  gates,  for  in  fix 
days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and  earth,  the 
fea  and  all  that  in  them  is,  and  refled  the 
feventh  day,  wherefore  the  Lord  bleffed  the 
fabbath  day  and  hallowed  it. 

Q.  58.  What  is  required  in  the  fourth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  fourth  commandment  requireth, 
the  keeping  holy  to  God  fuch  fet  times  as 
he  hath  appointed  in  his  word,  expreflly  one 
whole  day  in  lev  en  to  be  an  holy  Sabbath 
to  himfelf. 

Q.  59.  Which  day  of  the  feven  hath  God 
appointed  to  be  the  weekly  fabbath  ? 


A.  Fr-om  tlie  beginning  of  the  world,  to 
the  refurrection  of  Chrif't,  God  appointed 
the  feventh  day  of  the  week  to  be  the 
weekly  fabbath,  and  the  tirit  day  of  the 
week  ever  fmce  to  continue  to  the  end  of 
the  world,  whicii  is  the  Chriftian  Sabbath. 

Q.  60.  How  is  the  fabbath  to  be  fanctified  ? 

A.  The  fabbath  is  to  be  fanctified  by  an 
holy  re  fling  all  that  day,  even  from  fuck 
worldly  employments  and  recreations  as  art 
lawful  on  other  days,  and  fpsnding  the  whole 
time  in  public  and  private  exercifes  of  God:s 
worfnip,  ercept'fo  much  as  is  to  be  taken 
up  in  the  works  of  neceffity  and  mercy. 

Q.  6L  What  is  forbidden  in  t'ie  fourth 
commandment  ? 

A.  Tne  fourth  commandment  forbidd3th, 
the  omilllon  or  carelefs  performance  of  the 
dunes  required,  and  the  profaning  the  day  by 
idlenefs,or  doing  that  which  is  in  itfelf  finftil, 
or  by  urmecellary  thoughts,  woids  or  wirks, 
about  worldly  employments  or  recreations. 

Q.  62.  What  are  the  reafon^  annexed  to 
the  fourth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the  fourth  com- 
mandment, are  God's  allowing  us  fix  days  of 
the  week  for  our  own  employment,  his  shal- 


lenging  a  special  propriety  in  the  feventh,his 
own  example,  &  his  blefiing  the  fabbath  day. 

Q.  63.  Which  is  the  f If  I h  commandment  ? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  is,  Honor  thy 
father  and  thy  mother,  that  thy  days  maybe  long 
upon  the  land  which  the  Lord  tlx y  Godg>veth  tht.e. 

Q.  64.  What  is  required  in  the  fifth  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  fifth  commandment  require th  the 
preferving  the  honor,  and  performing  the 
duties  belonging  to  every  one  in  their  feve- 
ral  places  and  relations,  as  fuperurs,  infe- 
riors, or  equals. 

Q.  65.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fifth 
commandment  ? 

A. The  filth  commandment  forbiddeth  the 
neglecting  of,  or  doing  any  thing  against  the 
honour  and  duty  which  belongelh  to  every 
one  in  their  fevcral  places  and  relations. 

Q.  66.  What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  tht 
fifth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  reason  annexed  to  the  fifth  com- 
>^   mandment  iz  a  promife  of  long  life  and  prof, 
perity,  (as  far  as  it  ihall  ferve  for  God's  glo- 
ry and  their  own  good)  to  all  fuch  as  keep 
this  commandment. 

Q.  67.  Which  is  the  fixth  commandment  ? 


A.  The  iixth  commandment  is,  Thau 
(halt  not  kill. 

Q.  68.  What  is  required  in  the  fixth  corn- 
jnaudment  1 

A.  The  fixth  commandment  requireth  all 
lawful  endeavors  to  preferve  our  own  life, 
and  the  life  of  others. 

Q.  69.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  fixth  com- 
7nandi.*cnt  ?' 

A.  The  fixth  commandment  forhiddeth 
the  taking  away  of  our  own  life,  or  the  life  of 
our  neighbour  imjuftly,  and  whatfocver  ten- 
deth  thereunto. 

Q.  70.  Which  is  the  fe^  rnth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  feventh  commandment  is,  Thou 
pialt  ?iot  commit  adultery. 

Q.  71.  What  is  required  in  the  feventh 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  feventh  commandment  requireth 
the  prefervation  of  our  own  an1:  our  neigh- 
bor's chastity,  in  heart,  speech  &  behaviour. 

Q.  72.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  feventh 
commandment  1 

A.  The  feventh  commandment  forbiddeth 
all  unchafte  thoughts,  words  and  actions. 

Q.  73.  Which  is  the  eighth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  is,  Thou 
3* 


fhalt  not  jleal. 

Q.  74.  What  is  required  in  the  eighth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  requireth 
the  lawful  procuring  &  *  inhering  the  wealth 
and  outward  eftate  of  ourfelves  and  others. 

Q.  75.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  eighth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  eighth  commandment  torbiddeth 
whatfoever  doth,  or  may  unjuftly  hinder  our 
own  or  our  neighbour's  wealth  or  outward 
filiate. 

Q.  76.  Which  is  the  ni:ith  commandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  is,  Thou  fhalt 
not  bear  false  tuitnejs  again] t  thy  neighbour. 
„  Q.  77.  What  is  required  in  the  ninth  cim- 
mandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  requireth  the 
maintaining  and  promoting  of  truth  between 
man  &  man,  &  of  our  own  &  our  neighbor's 
good  name,  efpecially  in  witnefs  bearing. 

Q.  78.  What  -is  forbidden  in  the  math 
commandment  f 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  forbiddeth 
whatfoever  is  prejudicial  to  truth,or  injurious 
to  our  own  or  our  neighbor's  good  name. 

Q.  79.  Which  %s  the  tenth  commandment? 


A.  The  tenth  commandment  is,  Thou/halt 
not  covet  thy  neighbour's  houfey  thou  fhait  net 
covet  thy  neighbour's  *ivife,  nor  his,  man-fer- 
vant,  nor  his  maidfervant,  nor  his  ox,  nor  his 
afs,  nor  any  thing  that  is  thy  neighbour's. 

Q.  80.  What  is  required  in  the  tenth  com- 
mandment ? 

A.  The  tenth  commandment  requireth 
full  contentment  with  our  own  condition, 
with  a  right  and  charitable  frame  of  ipirit 
towards  our  neighbour,  and  all  that  is  his. 

Q.  81.  What  is  forbidden  in  the  tenth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  tenth  commandment  forbiddeth 
all  difcontentment  with  our  own  eftate,  en- 
vying or  grieving  at  the  good  of  our  neigh- 
bour, and  all  inordinate  motions  and  affec- 
tions to  any  thing  that  is  his. 

Q.  82.  Is  any  man  able  perfectly  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  God  ? 

A.  No  mere  man  fmce  the  fall  is  ablo 
in  this  life  perfectly  to  keep  the  command- 
ments of  God,  but  daily  doth  break  them  in 
thought,  word  and  deed. 

Q.  83.  Are  all  ti anfgrejfons  of  the  laio 
equally  heinous  1 

A.  Some  fms  in  themfelves,  and  by  rea 


fon  of  feveral  aggravations,  are  more  hein- 
ous in  the  fight  of  God  than  others. 

Q.  84.  What  doth  evert/  fin  defer ve  ? 

A.  Every  fin  deferves  God's  wrath  &  eurfe 
both  in  this  life,  and  that  which  is  to  come. 

Q.  85.  What  doth  God  require  of  us  that  we 
may  ef cape  his  wrath  andcurft  due  to  us  for  fin? 

A.  To  efcape  the  wrath  and  curfe  of  God 
due  to  us  for  fin,  God  requireth  of  us  faith  in 
Jefus  Chrift,repentance  unto  life, with  the  di- 
ligent ufe  of  all  outward  means  whereby  Chrift 
communicateth  to  us  the  benefits  of  redemp- 
tion.   Q.  86.  What  is  faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  ? 

A.  Faith  in  Jefus  Chrift  is  a  faving  grace 
wberebj^  we  receive  &  reft  upon  him  alone  for 
falvation  as  he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  gofpel. 

Q.  87.  What  is  repentance  unto  life  ? 

A.  Repentance  unto  life  is  a  faving  grace, 
whereby  a  finner  out  of  the  true  fenfe  of  his 
fin  and  apprehenfion  of  the  mercy  of  God  in 
Chrift,  doth  with  grief  and  hatred  of  his  fin 
turn  from  it  unto  God,  with  full  purpofe  of 
and  endeavours  aft:r  new  obedience. 

Q.  88.  What  are  the  outward  and  ordi- 
nary means  whereby  Chrijl  communicateth  to 
us  the  benefits  of  redemption  ? 

A .  The  outward  and  ordinary  means  where 


by  Chrift communicate th  tous  the  benefit*,  of 
redemption,  are  his  ordinances,  efpecially  the 
word,  facraments  and  prayer  ;  all  which  are 
made  effectual  to  the  elect  for  falvation. 

Q.  89.  How  is  the  word  made  effectual  to 
falvation  ? 

A.  The  fpirit  of  God  makpth  the  reading, 
but  efpecially  the  preaching  of  the  word  an 
eTectual  means  of  convincing  and  -onverting 
fmners,  anJ  of  building  them  up  in  holinefs 
and  comfort,  through  faith  unto  falvation. 

Q.  90.  How  is  the  word  to  be  read  and 
heard  that  it  may  become  effectual  to  falvation? 

A.  That  the  word  may  become  effectual 
to  folvation,  we  must  attend  thereunto  with 
diligence,  preparation  and  prayer,  receive  it 
with  faich  and  love,  lay  it  up  in  our  hearts, 
and  practice  it  in  our  lives. 

Q.  91  How  do  the  facraments  become  effec- 
tual means  of  falvation  ? 

A.  The  facraments  become  effectual  means 
of  falvation  not  from  any  virtue  in  them  or 
inhimthat  ^.oth  adinirifter  them,  but  only  by 
the  blefling  of  Chrift,  and  the  working  of  the 
Spirit  in  them  that  by  faith  receive  them. 

Q.  92.  What  is  a  facrament  ? 

A.  A  facrament  is  an  holy  ordinance  in- 


itituted  by  Chriit,  wherein  by  ienlibie  iigns, 
Chriit  &  the  bene^ts  of  the  ;iew  covenant  are 
reprefented  fealed  and  applied  to  believers. 

Q.  93.  What  are  the  facraments  of  the 
New  Tejtameni? 

A.  The  facraments  of  th/3  New  Tefta- 
ment  are  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  flipper. 

Q.  94.  What  is  baptism  ? 
A,  Baptifm  is  a  facrament  wherein  the  wafh- 
ing  of  water  in  the  name  of  the  Father  and 
of  the  Sonandof  the  Holy  Ghoft, doth lignify 
and  feal  our  ingrafting  into  Chrift  and  par- 
taking of  the  benefits  of  the  covenant  of 
grace,  &  our  engagements  to  be  the  Lord's. 
Q.  95.  To  whom  is  baptism  to  be  t  dministered  ? 
A.  Baptifm  is  not  to  be  adminiftered  to  any 
that  are  out  of  ths  vifible  church,  till  they 
profefs  their  faith  in  Chriit,  anQ  obedience 
to  him,  but  the  infants  of  fucli  as  are  mem- 
bers of  the  vifible  church  are  to  be  baptized. 

Q.  96.  What  is  the  Lord' 's  J upper  ? 

A.  The  Lord's  fupper  is  a  facrament, 
wherein  by  giving  and  icceiving  bread  and 
wine  according  to  ChrifTs  appointment,  his 
death  is  (hewed  forth,  and  the  worthy  recei- 
vers are  not  after  a  corporal  and  carnal  man- 
ner, but  by  faith  made  partakers  of  his  body 


and  blood,  with  all  his  benefits,  10  their  fpi- 
ritua]  r.ourifhment  and  growth  in  grace. 

Q.  97.  What  is  required  in  the  worthy  re- 
ceiving the  Lord  s  f upper  ? 

A.  It  is  required  of  them  that  would  wor- 
thily partake  of  the  Lord's  fupper,  thai  they 
examine  themfcLes  of  their  knowledge  to 
difcern  the  Lord's  body,  of  their  faith  to  feed 
upen  him,  of  their  repentance,  love  and  &**w 
obedience,  left  coming  unworthily,  they 
eat  and  drink  judgment  to  themfelves. 

Q.  98.  \\rhat  is  prayer  I 

.  1 .  Prayer  is  an  offering  up  of  our  delires 
to  God  lor  things  agreeable  to  his  will, in  the 
name  of  Chriit,  with  confeilion  of  our  fins, 
&  thankful  acknowledgment  of  his  mercies. 

o 

Q.  99.  What  rule  hath  God  given  for  our 
direction  in  prayer  ? 

A.  The  whole  word  of  God  is  of  ufe  to  di- 
rect us  in  prayer  but  thefpecial  ride  of  direction 
is  that  form  of  prayer  which  Chrifl  taught  his 
difciples  commonly  called,  The  Lord's  Prayer. 

Q.  100.  What  doth  the  preface  of  the 
Lord's  prayer  teach  its  1 

A.  The  preface  of  the  Lord's  prayer  which 
is  Our  Father  which  art  in  heaven,  teacheth  us, 
to  draw  near  to  God  with  all  holy  revcreno« 


and  confidence,  as  children  to  a  father,  able 
and  ready  to  help  us,  and  that  we  fhould 
pray  with  and  for  others. 
Q.  1 0  i .  What  do  we  pray for  in  the  first  petition  f 

A.  In  the  firft  petition,  which  is,  Hallowed 
he  thy  name,  we  pray  that  God  would  enable 
us  and  others  to  glorify  him  in  all  that  where- 
by he  wakes  himfelf  known,  and  that  he 
would  difpofe  all  things  to  iiis  own  glory. 

Q.  102.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fe- 
cond  petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fecond  petition,  which  is,  Thy 
kingdom  come,  we  pray  that  jatan's  kingdom 
may  be  deftroyed,  the  kingdom  of  grace 
maybe  advanced,  ourfelves  and  others  bro't 
inio  it,  and  kept  in  it,  a -id  ;hat  the  kingdom 
of  glory  may  be  haftened. 

Q.  103.  What  do  v-c  pray  for  in  the  third 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  third  petition,  which  is,  Thy  wilt 
be  done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven,  we  pray 
that  God  by  his  grace  would  make  us  able 
and  willing  to  know,  obey  and  fubmit  to  his 
will  in  all  things,  as  the  angels  do  in  heaven. 

Q.  104.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fourth 
vetition  ? 

A.  In  the  fourth  petition,  which  is,  Give 


us  this  day  our  daily  bread,  we  pray,  that  of 
God's  free  gift  we  may  receive  a  competent 
portion  of  the  good  things  of  this  life,  and 
enjoy  his  blcfting  with  them. 

Q.  105.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fifth 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fifth  petition, which  is,  And  for- 
give  us  our  debts  as  we  forgive  our  debtors,  we 
pray  that  God  for  ChrifVs  fake,  would  free- 
ly pardon  all  our  fins,  which  we  are  the  rather 
encouraged  lo.alk,  becaufe  by  his  grace  we 
are  enabled  from  the  heart  to  forgive  others. 

Q.  10(5-  What  do  iv c  pray  for  in  the  fix  th 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fixth  petition,  which  is,  And 
lead  us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us 
from  evil,  we  pray  that  God  would  either 
keep  us  from  being  tempted  to  fin,  or  fup- 
port  and  deliver  us  whr*i  we  are  tempted. 

Q.  107.  What  doth  the  conclufion  cf  the 
Lord's  prayer  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  conclufion  of  the  Lord's  prayer, 
which  is,  For  thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the 
power,  and  the  glory,  forever,  A  me  n,  teach- 
cth  us,  to  take  our  encouragement  in  prayer 
from  God  only,  and  in  our  prayers  to  praifo 
him,  afcribing  kingdom,  power  and  glory 


to  him,  and  in  teftimonv  of  our  defire  and 
aiTurance  to  be  heard,  we  fay,  A  m  en. 
Blejfed  are  they  that  do  his  commandments 
that  they  may  have  right  to  the  trer  of 
life,  and  may  enter  in  through  the  gates 
into  the  city.    Rev.  xxh.  14. 

SPIRITUAL  MILK 

FOR 

American  BABES, 

Drawn  out  of  the  Breafts  of  bo„h  Teftaments 
for  their  »Souls  Nourifhment. 

By  JOHN  COTTON. 

Q  JYHAT  hath  God  done  for  you  ? 

A.  God  hath  made  me,  he  keep- 
eth  me,  and  he  can  fave  me. 
Q.  What  is  God  ? 

A.  God  is  a  Spirit  of  himfelf  &  for  himfelf. 
Q.  How  many  Gods  be  there  ? 
A.  There  is  but  one  God  in  three  Perfons, 
tire  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft 
Q.  How  did  God  make  yon  ? 
A.  In  my  firft  parents  holy  and  righteous. 


Q,  Are  you  then  born  holy  and  righteous . 

A.  No,  my  iirft  father  finned  and  I  in  him. 

Q.  Are  you  then  born  a  finner  ? 
A.I  was  conceived  in  fin,  &  born  in  iniquity 

Q.  What  is  your  birth  fin  1 

A.  Adam's  Cm  imputed  to  me,  s*d  a  cor- 
rupt nature  dwelling  in  me. 

Q.  What  is  ycur  corrupt  nature  ? 
A.yiy  corrupt  nature  is  empty  of  grace,  bent 
unto  fin,  only  unto  tin.  and  that  continually. 

Q.  What  is  fin? 

A.  Sin  is  a  tranfgreflion  of  tLe  law. 

Q.  How  many  commandments  of  tjis  laxi 
be  there  1  A.  Ten. 

Q.  What  is  the  first  commandment  ? 
A.Thtfu  1  halt  h.-ve  no  other  Gods  before  me. 
Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  commandment? 

A.  That  we  fhould  worfhip  the  only  true 
God,  and  no  other  befides  him. 

Q.  What  is  the  fecond  commandment  ? 

A.  Thou  lhalt  not  make  to  thyfelf  any 
graven  image,  &c. 

Q.  What  is  the  meaning  cf  this  commandment  ? 

A.  That  we  fhould  worfhip  the  only  true 
God,  with  true  worfhip,  fu^h  as  he  hath  or 
dained,  not  fuch  as  man  hath  invented. 

Q.  What  is  the  third  commandment  ? 


A.  Thou  (halt  not  take  the  name  of  the 
Lord  thy  God  in  vain. 

Q.  What  is  meant  by  the  name  of  God  ? 

A.  God  himfelf'  &  the  good  things  of  God, 
whereby  he  is  known  as  a  man  by  his  name, 
and  his  attributes,  worfhip,  word  and  works. 

Q.  What  is  it  not  to  take  his  name  in  vain  ? 

A.  To  make  ufe  of  God  &  the  good  things 
of  God  to  his  glory,  and  our  own  good,  not 
vainly,  not  irreverently,  not  unprofitably. 

Q.  Which  is  the  fourth  commandment? 

A.  Remember  that  thou  keep  holy  the 
fabbath  day. 

Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  commandment  ? 

A.  That  we  fhould  reft  from  labor,  and 
much  more  from  play  on  the  Lord's  day,  that 
we  may  draw  nigh  to  God  in  holy  duties . 

Q.  What  is  the  fifth  commandment  ? 

A  Honor  thy  father  and  thy  mother,  that 
thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  laSid  which  the 
Lord  thy  God  giveth  thee. 

Q.  What  are  mean*  by  father  and  mother  ? 

A.  All  our  fuperiors  whether  in  family, 
fchool,  church  and  common  wealth. 

Q.  What  is  the  honor  due  unto  them? 

A.  Reverence,  obedience,  and  (when  1 
am  able)  recompense. 


Q.  What  is  the  fixth  commandment? 

A.  Thou  fhalt  do  no  murder. 
Q.  What  is  the  meaning  of  this  commandment? 

A.  That  we  fhouid  not  fhorten  the  life  or 
healthof  ourfelves  or  others,  butpreferve  both 

Q.  What  is  the  feventh  commandment  ? 

A.  Thou  fhalt  not  commit  adultery. 

Q.  What  is  the  fin  here  forbidden  ? 

A.  To  defile  ourfelves  or  others  with  un- 
clean lulls. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  here  commanded  ? 

A.  Chaltity  to  poflefs  our  vefluls  in  hofi- 
nefs  and  honor. 

Q.  What  is  the  eighth  commandment  ? 

A.  Thou  fhalt  not  Ileal. 

Q.  What  is  the  ftealth  here  forbidden  ? 

A.  To  take  away  another  man's  goods 
without  his  leave,  or  to  fpend  our  own  with- 
out benefit  to  ourfelves  or  others. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  here  commanded  1 

A.  To  get  our  goods  honeftly,  to  keep 
them  iafely,  and  fpend  them  thriftily. 

Q.  What  is  the  ninth  commandment  1 

A.  Thou  lhalt  not  bear  falfe  witnefs  a- 
gainft  thy  neighbour. 

Q.  What  is  the  Jin  here  forbidden  ? 


A.  To  lie  falfely,  to  think  or  fpeak  uatru 
ly  of  ourfelves  or  others. 

Q.  What  is  the  duty  here  required  1 

A,  Truth  and  faithfulnefs. 

Q.  What  is  the  tenth  commandment  ? 

A.  Thou  (halt  not  covet,  &c. 

Q.   What  is  the  coveting  here  forbidden  ? 

A.  Luft  after  the  things  of  other  men, 
and  want  of  contentment  with  our  own. 

Q.  Wfiether  have  you  kept  all  thefe  com* 
mandmcnts  1 

A.  No,  I  and  all  men  are  finners. 

Q.  What  are  the  wages  of  fin  ? 

A.  Death  and  damnation. 

Q.  How  then  lo»h  t/on  to  be  faved? 

A.  Only  by  Jr.fus  (tfhtiCL 

Q.  Who  is  hfu>  Chnjll 
jl.The  eternal  Son  ill  (?<>'!,  who  for  our  fakes 
became  man,  that  he  mi^hi.  redeem  &fave  us. 

Q.  How  doth  Chuji  .edeem  and  fave  us? 

A.  By  his  ri&liieoifej  life,  and  bitter  death, 
and  glorious  relurreetiou  to  life  again. 

Q.  How  do  we  come  to  have  a  part  <Sf  fellow- 
fliip  with  Chrifi  in  his  death  df  ref\ erection? 

A.  By  the  power  of  his  word  and  f1 irit, 
which  brings  us  to  him,  and  keeps  us  in  him. 

Q.  Wliat  is  the  word  ? 


A.  The  holy  fcriptures  of  the  prophets 
and  apoftles,  the  old  aod  new  telf&ment,  the 
law  and  gofpel. 

Q.  How  doth  the  miniftry  of  the  law  bring 
you  toward  Chrift  ? 

J .  By  bringing  me  to  know  my  fin,  and 
the  wrath  of  God,  againil  me  for  it. 
Q.  JVhat  are  yon  hereby  the  nearer  to  Chrift  f 

A.  So  L  come  to  feel  my  curfed  eftatc  and 
need  of  a  Saviour. 

Q.  How  doth  the  miniftry  of  tlie  Gofpel 
help  you  in  this  curfed  ejlaie  ? 

A.  By  humbling  me  T*et  more,  and  then 
railing  me  out  of  this  eitate. 

Q.  How  doih  the  miniftry  of  the  Gofpel 
humble  you  yet  more  ?  ~ 

A.  By  revealing  the  grace  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  in  dying  to  lave  finners,  and  yet  con- 
vincing me  of  my  fin  in  not  believing  on 
him,  and  of  my  utter  infufficiency  to  come 
to  him,  and  fo  I  feel  myfclf  utterly  loft. 

Q.  Ho*r  doth  the  miniftry  of  the  go±pd  raifc 
you  up  out  of  this  loft  eft  ate  to  come  to  Ckrifl? 

A.  By  teaching  me  the  value  and  virtue  of 
the  death  of  Chriltand  the  riches  of  his  grace 
to  loft  iim*ers  by  revealing  the  promife  of 
grace  to  fuch,  and  by  miniltring  the  {Spirit  of 


grace  to  apply  Chrifl,  and  his  promife  of 
grace  unto  myfelf,  and  to  keep  me  in  him. 
Q.How  doth  the  Spirit  of  grace  apply  Chrijt  <fy 
his  promife  grace  unto  you  and  keep  you  in  hxm! 

A.  By  begetting  in  me  faith  to  receive  him, 
prayer  to  call  upon  him,  repentance  to  mourn 
alter  him,  arvl  new  obediencaifo  ferve  him. 

Q.  What  is  faith  ? 

A.  Faith  is  the  grace  of  the  Spirit,  where- 
by I  deny  myfelf,  and  believe  on  Chrifl  for 
righteoufnefs  and  falvation. 

Q.   What  is  prayer  ? 

A.  It  is  calling  upon  God  in  the  name  of 
Chrifl  by  the  help  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  accor 
ding  to  the  will  of  God. 

Q.   What  is  repentance  ? 

A.  Repentance  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit, 
whereby  I  loath  my  fins,  and  myfelf  for  them 
and  confefs  them  before  the  Lord,  and  mourn 
after  Chrifl  for  the  pardon  of  them,  and  for 
grace  to  ferve  him  in  newnefs  of  life. 
Q.  What  is  the  newriefs  of  life,  or  new  obedience  ? 

A.  N-ewnefs  of  life  is  a  grace  of  the  Spirit, 
whereby  I  forfake  my  former  iufl&vain  com- 
pany, and  walk  before  the  Lord  in  the  light 
of  his  word,  and  in  the  communion  of  faints. 

Q.  What  is  the  communion  of  faints  ? 


A.  It  is  the  fellowfhip  of  the  chuich  in  the 
bleflings  of  the  covenant  of  grace,  and  the 
feals  thereof.    Q.  What  is  the  church  ? 

A.  It  is  a  congregation  of  faints  joined 
together  in  the  bond  of  the  covenant,  to  wor- 
fhip  the  Lord,  and  to  edify  one  another  in  all 
his  holy  ordinances. 

Q,  What  is  the  bond  of  the  covenant  by 
which  the  church  is  joined  together  ? 

A.  It  is  the  profefTion  of  that  covenant 
which  God  has  made  with  his  faithful  people, 
to  be  a  God  unto  them,  and  to  their  feed. 

Q.  WJtat  doth  the  Lord  bind  his  people  to 
in  this  covenant  ? 

A.  To  give  up  themfelves  &  their  feed  firft 
to  the  Lord  to  be  his  people, &then  to  the  el- 
ders &  brethren  of  the  church  to  let  forward 
the  worfhipof  God  &  their  mutual  edification. 

Q.  How  do  they  give  up  themfelves  and  their 
feed  to  the  Lord  ? 

A.  By  receiving  thro'  faith  the  Lord  &  his 
covenant  to  themfelves, &to  their  feed  &  ac- 
cordingly walking  themfelves  &  training  up 
their  children  in  the  ways  of  the  covenant. 
Q.How  do  they  give  up  themfelves  and  theh 
feed  to  the  elders  and  brethren  of  the  church  ? 

A.  By  conferring  of  their  fins,  and  profef- 
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fion  of  their  faith,  and  of  their  fubjection  to 
the  gofpel  of  Chrift  ;  and  fo  they  and  their 
feed  are  received  into  the  fellowfhip  of  the 
church  and  the  feals  thereof. 

Q.  What  are  the  feals  of  the  covenant  now 
in  the  days  of  ths  gofpel  ? 

A.  Baptifm  and  the  Lord's  Supper. 

Q.  What  is  done  for  you  in  baptijm  ? 

A.  In  baptifm  the  wafhing  with  water  L 
a  fign  and  feal  of  my  walhing  in  the  blood 
and  fpirit  of  Chrif1,  and  thereby  of  my  in- 
grafting into  Chrift,  of  the  pardon  and  clean- 
fing  of  my  fins,  of  my  railing  up, out  of  afflic- 
tions, and  alfo  of  my  refunection  from  the 
dead  at  the  laft  olay. 
Q.  What  is  done  for  you  in  the  Lord's  fuppe*? 
In  the  Lord's  fupper,the  receiving  of  the 
bread  broken  and  the  wine  poured  out  is  a  fign 
and  feal  of  my  receiving  the  communion  of 
the  body  of  Chrift  broken  for  me,  ana  of  his 
blood  fried  for  me,  and  thereby  of  my  growth 
in  Chrift,  and  the  pardon  and  healing  of  my 
fins,  of  the  fellowship  of  the  Spirit,  of  my 
ftrengthening  and  quickening  in  grace,  and 
of  mv  fitting  together  with  Chrifi  on  his 
throne  of  glory  at  the  )aft  judgment. 

Q.   What  was  the  re  fur  section  from  the 


dead,  which  was  foo  led  up  to  yon  in  baptism  ? 

A.  When  Chrift  Lhall  come  in  his  lad 
judgment,  all  that  are  in  their  graven  (liall 
rife  again,  both  the  juf't  and  tmjuft. 

Q.  What  is  the  judgment,  which  is  feuded 
up  to  you  in  the  Lord's  supper  ? 

A.  At  the  lkft  day  we  1  hall  all  appear  le- 
fore  the  judgment  feat  of  Chrift,  to  give  an 
account  of  our  works,  and  receive  our  re- 
ward according  to  them. 
Q .  What  is  the  reward  that fhcdl  then  be  given? 

A.  The  righteous  ihall  go  into  life  eter- 
nal, and  the  wicked  fhall  be  cafl  into  ever- 
kfting  fire  with  the  Devil  and  his  angels. 

A  Dialogue  between  CHRIST,  Youth, 
and  the  Devil.  Youth. 

THofe  days  which  God  to  me  doth  fend, 
In  pleafure  I'm  refolv'd  to  fpend  ; 
Like  as  the  birds  in  rV  lovely  spring, 
Sit  chirping  on  the  bough,  and  Ting ; 
Who  ftra-ning  forth  thofe  warbling  notes, 
Do  make  fweet  mufic  in  their  throats, 
So  1  refolve  in  this  my  prime, 
In  fports  and  plays  to  fpend  my  time. 
Sorrow  and  grief  I'll  put  away, 
Such  things  agree  not  with  my  day : 


From  clouds  my  morning  fhall  be  free  , 
And  nought  on  earth  fhall  trouble  me. 
I  will  embrace  each  fweet  delight, 
This  earth  affords  me  day  and  night : 
Though  parents  grieve  and  me  correct, 
Yet  I  their  counsel  will  reject. 

Devil. 

The  refolution  which  you  take, 
Sweet  youth  it  doth  me  merry  make. 
If  thou  my  counsel  wilt  embrace, 
And  fhun  the  ways  of  truth  and  grace, 
And  learn  to  lie,  and  curfe  and  swear. 
And  be  as  proud  as  any  are  ; 
And  with  thy  brothers  wilt  fall  out, 
And  lifters  with  vile  language  flout  ■ 
Yea,  fight  and  fcratch,  and  alfo  bite, 
Then  in  thee  I  will  take  delight. 
If  thou  wilt  but  be  rul'd  by  me, 
An  artift  thou  fhalt  quickly  be, 
In  all  my  ways  which  lovely  are, 
There  few  with  thee  who  fhall  compare. 
Thy  parents  always  difobey  ; 
Don't  mind  at  all  what  they  do  fay: 
And  alfo  pout  and  fullen  be, 
And  thou  (halt  be  a  child  for  me. 
When  others  read,  be  thou  at  play, 
Think  not  on  God,  don't  sigh  nor  pray 


Nor  be  thou  fuch  a  filly  fool, 
To  mr.d  thy  book  or  go  to  fchool ; 
But  play  the  truant ;  fear  not  I 
Will  ftraitway  help  you  to  a  lie, 
Which  will  excufe  thee  from  the  fame, 
From  being  whipp'd  and  from  all  blam*; 
Come  bow  to  me,  uphold  my  crown, 
And  I'll  thee  raife  to  high  renown. 

Youth. 
Thcfe  motions  I  will  cleave  unto, 
And  let  all  other  counsels  go  ; 
My  heart  againfl  my  parents  now, 
Shall  hardened  be,  and  will  not  bow  : 
I  won't  fubmit  at  all  to  them, 
But  all  good  counsels  will  condemn, 
And  what  I  lift  that  do  will  I, 
And  ltubborn  be  continually. 

CHRIST. 
Wilt  thou,  0  youth  make  fuch  a  choice, 
And  thus  obey  the  devil's  voice  ! 
Cuili  flnful  ways  wilt  thou  embrace, 
And  hate  the  ways  of  truth  and  grace? 
Wilt  thou  to  me  a  rebel  prove  ? 
And  from  thy  parents  quite  remove 
Thy  heart  alfo  ?  Then  fhalt  thou  fee, 
What  will  e'er  long  become  of  thee. 
Com?,  think  on  God,  who  did  thee  make. 


And  at  nis  pretence  dread  and  quake\ 
Remember  him  now  in  thy  youth. 
And  let  thy  foul  take  hold  of  truth  : 
The  Devil  and  his  ways  defy, 
Believe  him  not,  he  doth  but  lie  . 
His  ways  feem  fweet,  but  youth  beware, 
He  for  thy  foul  hath  laid  a  fnare. 
His  fweet  will  into  bitter  turn, 
If  in  .hofe  ways  thou  i till  wilt  run, 
He  will  thee  into  pieces  tear, 
Like  lions  which  moft  hunffrv  are. 
Grant  me  thy  heart,  thy  folly  leave, 
And  from  tl«is  lion  I'll  thee  fave  ; 
And  th< V2  fhalt  have  fweet  joy  from  me, 
Which  fhaU  laft  to  eternity. 

Youth. 
My  heart  fliail  chear  me  in  my  youth, 
I'll  have  my  frolicks  in  good  truth, 
What  e'er  feems  lovely  in  min*1  eve. 
Myfelf  1  cannot  it  deny. 
In  my  own  ways  I  lull  will  walk, 
And  take  delight  among  young  folk. 
Who  fpend  their  clays  in  joy  and  mirth, 
Nothing  like  that  I'm  lure  on  earth: 
Thy  ways,  O  (Thrift  !  are  not  for  me, 
They  with  my  age  do  not  agree. 
If  I  unto  thy  laws  (honld  clvave, 


NTo  more  good  days  then  fhould  I  have. 
CHRIST. 
Wourft  thou  live  long  and  good  days  fee 
Refrain  from  all  iniquity  ; 
True  good  alone  doth  from  m«  flew, 
It  can't  be  had  in  things  below. 
Are  not  my  ways,  O  youth !  for  thee, 
Then  thou  fhalt  never  happy  be  ; 
Nor  ever  J  hall  thy  foul  obtain, 
True  good,  whild  thou  dolt  here  remain 

Youth. 
To  thee,  0  Chrift,  I'll  not  adhere, 
What  thou  fpeak'st  of  does  not  appear 
Lovely  to  me  1  cannot  rind, 
Tis  good  to  fet  or  place  my  mind 
On  ways  uhence'many  forrows  fpring  ' 
And  to  the  llclh  fuch  erodes  bring, 
Don't  trouble  me,  1  mull  fulfil, 
My  flefhlv  mind,  and  have  my  wil'. 

CHRIST. 
Unto  thyfelf  then  I'll  thee  leave, 
ThrU  Satan  may  thee  wholly  have: 
Thy  heart  in  (in  lhall  harden'd  be, 
And  blinded  in  iniquity. 
And  thru  in  wrath  I'll  cut  thee  duwu 
Like  af  the  grafs  and  flowers  mown* 
And  to  thy  woe  thou  (halt  efpy, 


Childhood  and  youth  are  vanity ; 
For  all  fuch  things  I'll  make  thee  know 
To  judgment  thou  (hall  come  alfo. 
In  hell  atlaft  thy  foul  fhall  burn, 
When  thou  thy  ilnful  raee  haft  run. 
Confider  this,  think  on  thy  end 
Left  God  do  thee  in  pieces  rend. 

Youth. 
Amazed,  Lord  !  I  now  begin, 

0  help  me  and  I'll  leave  my  fin  : 

1  tremble,  and  do  greatly  fear, 
To  think  upon  what  I  do  hear. 
Lord !  I  religious  now  will  be, 
And  I'll  from  Satan  turn  to  thee. 

Devil. 

Nay,  foolifh  youth,  don\  change  thy  mind, 
Unto  fuch  thoughts  be  net  inclin'd. 
Come,  cheer  up  thy  heart,  roufe  up,  be  glad 
There  is  no  hell ;  why  art  thou  fad  ? 
Eat,  drink,  be  merry  with  thy  friend, 
For  when  thou  dieft,  that's  thy  laft  end. 

YOlJTH. 

Such  thoughts  as  thefe  I  can't  receive, 
Becaufe  God's  word  1  do  believe  ; 
None  fhall  in  this  deftroy  my  faith, 
Nor  do  I  mind  what  Satan  faitli, 

Devil.  Jfr  ' 


Although  to  thee  herein  I  yield, 
Yet  e'er  long  I  (hall  win  the  field. 
That  there's  a  heaven  I  can't  deny, 
Yea,  and  a  hell  of  mifery  : 
That  heaven  is  a  lovely  place 
I  can't  deny  ;  'tis  a  clear  cafe  ; 
And  eafy  'tis  for  to  come  there, 
Therefore  take  thou  no  further  caro, 
All  human  laws  do  thou  obferve, 
And  from  old  cufloms  never  fwerve  ; 
Do  not  oppofe  what  great  men  fay, 
And  thou  lhalt  never  go  aitray. 
Thou  may'ft  be  drunk,  and  fwear  and  curfe, 
And  linners  like  thee  ne'er  the  worfe ; 
At  any  time  thou  may 'it  repent ; 
Twill  ferve  when  all  thy  days  are  fpent. 
CHRIST. 
Take  heed  or  eife  thou  art  undone  ; 
Thefe  thoughts  tire  from  the  wicked  One, 
Narrow';  the  way  that  leads  to  life, 
Who  walk  therein  do  meet  with  ftrife. 
Few  fhall  be  faved,  young  man  know, 
Moft  do  unto  deflruction  go. 
If  rghtcous  ones  fcarce  laved  be, 
What  wiil  at  lad  become  of  thee  ! 
Oh  !  don't  reject  my  precious  call, 
Left  suddenly  in  hell  thou  fall ; 


Unlefs  you  foon  converted  be, 
God's  kingdom  thou  (halt  never  Tee. 
Youth. 

Lord,  1  am  now  at  a  gr-at  ftand : 
If  i  fhould  yield  to  thy  command, 
My  comrades  will  me  much  deride, 
And  never  mere  will  me  abide. 
Moreover,  this  I  alfo  know, 
Thou  can'ft  at  lad  great  mercy  (how. 
When  I  am  old,  and  pleafure  gone, 
Then  what  thou  fay'ft  Til  think  upon. 
CHRIST. 

Nay,  hold  vain  youth,  thy  time  is  fhort, 
I  have  thy  breath,  I'll  end  thy  fport; 
Thou  fhait  not  live  till  thou  art  old, 
Since  thou  in  fin  art  grown  fo  bold. 
I  in  thy  youth  grim  death  will  fenJ, 
And  all  thy  fports  fhall  have  an  end. 
Youth. 

I  am  too  young,  alas  to  die, 
Let  death  fome  old  grey  head  efpy. 
O  fpare  me,  and  I  will  amend, 
And  with  thy  grace  my  foul  befriend, 
Or  elfe  1  am  undone  alas, 
For  I  am  in  a  woful  cafe. 

CHRIST. 

When  I  did  call,  you  would  not  hear, 


But  didft  to  me  tun.  a  deaf  ear ; 
And  now  in  thy  calarni'y, 
J  will  not  mind  nor  hear  lhy  cry  ; 
Thy  day  i3  paft,  begone  from  rac, 
Thou  who  didft  love  ipiquity, 
Above  thy  foul  and  Saviour  deal  ; 
Who  on  the  crofs  great  pains  did  bear> 
My  mercy  thou  didft  much  abufe, 
And  all  good  counfei  didft  refufe, 
Juftice  will  therefore  vengeance  tak*,, 
And  thee  a  lad  example  make. 

Youth. 

O  fpare  me,  Lord,  forbear  thy  hand, 
Don't  cut  me  oft*  wlo  trembling  (tand, 
lagging  for  mercy  at  thy  door, 
O  let  me  have  but  one  vear  mere. 
'  CHRIST. 

If  thou  fome  longer  time  fhould  have, 
Thou  wouldft  again  io  folly  cleave : 
Therefore  to  thee  1  will  not  give, 
One  day  on  earth  longer  to  live. 

DeatL 

Youth,  I  am  come  to  fetch  thy  breath, 
And  carry  thee  to  th'  (hades  of  death, 
No  pity  on  thee  can  I  (how, 
Thou  haft  thy  God  offended  fo. 
Thy  foul  and  body  I'll  divide, 


Thy  body  in  the  giave  I'll  hide, 
And  thy  "dear  foul  in  hell  mult  lie 
With  Devils  to  eternity. 

The  conclufion. 
Thus  end  the  days  of  woful  youth, 
Who  won't  obey  nor  mind  the  truth  ; 
Nor  hearken  to  what  preachers  fay, 
But  do  their  parents  dilobey. 
They  in  their  youth  go  down  to  hell, 
Under  eternal  wrath  ;o  dwell. 
Many  don't  live  out  hail  their  dxys, 
For  cleaving  unto  iinfui  ways. 

The  late  Reverend  and  Venerable  Mr.  Na- 
thaxiblClap,  of  Newport  on  Khodo 
Ifland  ;  his  Adcice  to  children. 

GOOD  children  ihould  remember  daily, 
God  their  Creator,  Redeemer,  and 
Sanctirler ;  to  believe  in,  love  and  ferve  him ; 
their  parents  to  obey  them  in  the  Lord; 
;heir  bible  and  catechifm ;  their  baptifm ; 
the  LoRD?sday ;  the  Lor  d's  death  and  re- 
furrection ;  their  own  death  aud  refurrecti- 
on  ;  and  the  day  of  judgment,  when  all  that 
are  not  fit  for  heaven  muft  be  fent  to  hell. 
And  they  fLould  pray  to  G  o  d  in  the  name 
of  Christ,  for  \  ~\':\\* 
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